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-ﬂih'nmnmhurﬂ-
' such a greatl
perhaps the best way to
fgnhm refer to the
d, “peace be upon
) study the history of
roto raud his book
gha frmnwhmhtlﬁs

(PBUH) for the
of Islam and for the
of an Islamic gov-

Thuﬂna! period,

gate.” Dr. George Gordagh in his
book, "Ali, the Voice of Human
Juslice” says, "0, mother nature
it would have been wonderful of
you if you would have employed
all your powers and potentials to
once again give birth 1o a great
man, a genius and a hero such
as Imam Ali (a.s.)”

Dr. Ali Shariati, a contempo-
rary Muslim writer speaks of
Hazrat Imam Ali (a.5.) as follows:

“Ali was one spirit with many
potentials.

He was the besl in speech,
on the pulpit.

He was the best in worship,
at the alter.

He was the best of workers,
in the farm.

He was the best in being
faithful, with Mohammed.

He was the highest feeling of
responsibility, in society.

He had the best writing, in
Nahjul-Balagha.

He was the most pious, in
life,

He was the most knowledge-
able; in Islam.

He was the father of revolu-
tion, in time.

He was the example of
justice, in government,

He was the best father and
teacher of humanity, al home

AR
and...

He was the best obedient of
God, always and everywhere”

e
- s SR Sl L e s e

\ 1 Ali’s Biography and Selected
i m Historic Farman Addressed to his
ander-in-Chief Malik-e-Ashtar

Hazrat Imam Ali (rs) was
born 30 years after the
Prophel's birth. His father, Abu
Talib was the prophetl's uncle
and his mother was Falimah

Abu Talib raised the Prophet
after the dealh of his parents
and grandfather, Abdul Motallib
The Prophel Mohammed cared
for and loved Ali as a son. He
grew up In an atmosphere of
virtlua and piaty, which no other
home could provide. This early
training left a lasting effect o
All's mind. It gave him a keen
vision and a passionate love for
truth. Above all, it made him &
fearless fighter following the true
path of Allah. These '{I'Fl'ln—'-' of
the Hazrat were later to pro
rare assel for Islam. He was ihe
first youth to join the
Islam. He was only 9 ye
when the prophet (PBUH) was
called to the divine mission
Accepting Islam at an early age
was a rare acl of independeni
judgement for a boy especially in
a society where idol worship
prevailed. Ali grew up under the
loving care of the Prophet and
the faith. The night the holy
Prophet was to leave for Madina,
his house was surrounded Dby
blood-thirsty men who were ready
fo Kkill him. Qur holy prophet
asked Ali to lie in his place In
his bed and he himsell left
unnoticed. Ali gladly accepled

hol iy

L
L1
a3rs old
alrs {8
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‘the holy prophet but the
el wanted to bring him
still, He gave his daughter
-alima in marriage to him. She
~was his youngest daughter and
most dearly loved of all. Al
realised the honour that was
done to him; he did not marry
‘any one else as long as Fatima
ivgﬂ. Hasan and Husain were
the sons of Ali and Fatima. The

people to get ready for prayer.
Ali's wound was serious and he
died the day after. Al the last
minute of his life he called upon
his sons and gave them the
advice, "O° my sons, always be
truthful, be merciful and helpful
to the people. Try to slay the
oppressor and help the op-
pressed.”

Ali was undoubtedly one of
the greatest sons of Islam and
the closesl companion ol the
prophet. His understanding of
the Quran was very deep. With
him ended the great Islamic

Imam sinceraly: because pf i
he earned Moavia's enmity, Mn;
via intrigued against him ang hag
him killed by his 9ang of pajg
murderars. His untimaly death
brought great sorrow 14 Imam
who, expressing his ariel, saig
"He was 1o me, what | Was ':1:;
the Holy prophet”

The ll:-'”ﬂ'l'i'lflg |l'l$“11'.'“-1|r_;.r'|gl if
the form of a lelter, ware wrillan
to him by the Imam who Nas
appointed Governor of Egypl in
the place of Mohammed-ibne.
Abubaker.

This letter is a precise of the

h:tﬂj" prﬂphEt T Y Y i e . T m mmmmmmr principles of adminis-

them like his owng
'sons. All actively took »
part in all the Islamic
ballles side by side g
with the holy prophet, =
Mohammed, excepl in =
the batlle of TabukX
where the prophet de- =
cided to leave Ali ing
charge of Madina dur-:
ing his absence This w
gave the hypocrites g

an opporfunily lo falk s e s e s E e e N NS SN N ENEEN SN EEENEEESRES

ill of Ali. When the prophet heard
this he said, "O Ali, do you not
like that we have the relationship
as Aaron had with Moses?" The
prophet's words silenced the
hypocrites. During his last iliness
of the prophet, Ali was con-
slantly by the prophet's. When
‘the holy prophel passed away it
was Ali assisted by his uncle,

g ., who performed the last
 rights. Ali was one of the scribes
f the revelations. Lelters sent

by him. The three caliphs
_ Ali depended much on
‘advice. Ali was killed in the

Muljam hit him with a
while he was ftelling

74, Sept.-Oct., 1998

...Remember, Malik, that
are two kinds of people;
who have the same religion
and they are your brothers
and those who have other
religions and they are human

beings like you.

tradition of combining political
power with self-imposed want
and sellless service. Ali was the
last representative of the ftruly
democratic spirit of Islam and
was also the last of the pious
caliphs.

Malik-e-Ashter was a famous
person during the time of the
Imam. He was the head of the
Bani Nukha's clan disciple, a
companion of the Imam, a brave
warriors, he acted as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Imam’s
armies, His valour earned him
the name “Fearless Tiger". The
Imam had specially trained him
in the principles of administration
and jurisprudence.

He veneraled and loved the

| =
Iration and justica ae-
= } 2 S
fhEl’E ® dictated by Islam. It
those

u
s deals with the duties
" and

® rulers, lheir chief re

obligations of

. {

s Sponsibimies, priori

:I|E;5 of rights and

= obligations, dispensa-

| | .

g 1hon ol |uslice, contral

® over s es and

L]

s Sul ile stall, ais

: tiribution of work and

dutigs amongst (he

various t'.'l'.;:![!.l22|:-.'-1-'§ |_|1 .!.'_II'I':IHIF%‘:'H-
tion and their co-ordination with
each other's cooperation and
opprassion amongst the ollicers
to control markets, imports and
exports, and to curb evis o

profiteering, hoarding, and black-
marketing. He also explains ine
stages of the various classes of
society, government duties -
wards the lowest class (the peof
and have-nots), how they are
looked alter

and how {rvr
conditions are

improved. The
principle of equal distribution of
wealth and opporlunities, 0
phans and their upbringing. r.hrn:
of the crippled and their mainte
nance, and substitutes in Heu o
homes for the aged and disabled
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whera poverly is neither a
stigma, nor a disqualification,
and whare justice is not tarred
with nepolism, favouritism, pro-
vincialism or raligious fanaticism
Lasily, it is a thesis on the higher
values ol morality.

The famous Arab Christian
jurist, poel and philosopher,
Abdul maseeh-e-Anthaki, who
died in the beginning of the 20th
century, writes this lelter is a far
superior code than those handed
down by Moses and Hamurabl
It explains what a human admin-
istration should be like and how

Mercilul and Kind God. These
are \the orders issued by the
crealuras ol God, Ali, the son of
Abu-Talib, 1o Malik, the son ol
Ashler

.| order you Malik to always
keep the fear of God in your
mind, to give priority to His
worship and lo give preference
1o obey His Order. Carefully and
faithfully follow the command
ments and Iinterdiclions given in
the Holy book and traditions of
the Holy prophel (AS) because
the success of
happiness

man 1o alttamn

in this workd and the

Men of either category suffer from the
same weakness and disabilivies thar human
flesh is heir 10; they commirt sins And
indulge in vices, either intentionally or

r 4 o
HEMOS ugon

iy
thess
ure
altrioutions Lrings
about total failure |

and hereallar

ar
180

e R S o
".;“l\.lll'u Laks

10 achieve l1hese

_h:ﬁ“:: uniﬂmuriuunlhv_ withour realising the |, 10 om

e each one to| Enormity of their deeds. Ler mercy ANd |you as a governor 1o
I his obligations| compassion come 70 THeir Rescue and znnﬁ! _
: m help in the same way THAT you EXpECT | oo peiore Som:
the trust of God;] God 10 show mercy And forgiveness. | of them were benion

sympathelicsaand good

it should be carried on.
justifies the claims of Muslims
that Islam introduces a Godly
administration of the people for
the people for the people and by
the pecple. It wants a ruler not
to please himself but to bring
happiness to the ruled. No
religion before Islam tried to
achieve this end. Ali should be
congratulated for having pro-
duced these principles in his
government and for having writ-
ten them down for posterity.

An Order to the
Commander-in-Chief,
‘Malik-e-Ashter

" In the name of the Al

while many were lyrannica
oppressive and cruel People w
judge your governmenl as cri
cally as you have studied |
aclivities of other governmenis
they will criticise you in the same
way as you have censureéd of
approved other rulers

..You must know that a
virtuous man is recognised DY
the good that is said aboul him
and the praises which God has
destined him to receive from
others...

_..Remember, Malik, that there
are two kinds of people: those
who have the same religion and
they are your brothers and those
who have other religions and
they are human beings like you
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E’" ! ‘must never
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'hnill Gn:l is the
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e

to seek your favour by false
praises. Flatlery and lalse praise
create vanity and concell; they
make one lose sight of his real
sell and his duties. ...

...The things which most
gladden the heart of a ruler
should be that his state is being
ruled on the principles of equity
and juslice and that his subjects
love him...

...So far as the dispensing ol
justice is concerned, you have to
be very careful in selecting
officers. You must selecl people
of excellenl characler; superior
calibre and meritorious record
They mus! possess the following
qualifications; abundance of liti-
gations and complexily of cases
should not make them lose their
temper. When they realise that
they have commilted a mistake
in judgement they should not try
to justily it. When the truth Is
made clear to them they should
not consider it below their dignity
to correct their mistake...

...S0 far as collection of langd,
revenues and laxes are con-
cerned, you must always keep in
mind the taxpayer's welfare, this
is more important than the taxes
themselves, because these laxes
and the taxpayers are the origi-
nal source on which the welfare
of your state and ils subjecls
depends...

...ARemember Malik, if a coun-
iry is prosperous and well-to-do
then it will happily and willingly
bear any burden. The povertly of
people is the actual cause of the
devastation of a country. The
main cause of poverty is the
desire of rulers and officers 10
amass wealth and possessions
lllulhar by fair or foul means.

ain o mﬁym afraid of losing their

s and rule; they want 1o

make the most of the shores
limé at their disposa) They
never learn lessons from (he
history of nations and never pa-;-
attention 10 the orders of God

.Out of your work hours fix
a time for those who want tn
approach you with their griey-
ances. During this time e
should do no other work but 1o
hear them and pay attention |
their complaint

You must take care n
cut yourself off from the p _
Do nol place a preslige curtas

between you and those
whom Yyou rule Such p
gsions and show of pomg
pride are in reali

tions of an inferiority
and vanily. The result of ¢
altitude is thal yc
ignorant of the conditions of
subject and actual causes
indecent happenings in the stats
LAl your vl
to sign a treaty acceplable
Lord. then never refuss suc
offer because peace will €

rest and comiort 1o your
It will relieve you from anxiglie
and worries, it will bring pic f
fy and abundance
people.

You must always [ry
remember the good and U
things done in the past
aclivities of a just and
government, ihe good O
done by 1, the good
promulgated, the grders an
traditions of the Holy proph
(AS), the orders of God give
out in His Holy Book and i
things that you have seen mée d
or have heard me say. Foliow th
good aclions and advices lour

therein

> o -
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