“Islamic Civil Society a Means of

Attaining Unity, Justice and Equity”

The President of the Islami

ublic of Iran and Chairman ol
the fith Summit of the Organisa-
pon of Islamic Conference, Syed
Mohammad Khatami, welcoming,
the heads of Islamic States, said -

“I take the opportunity Lo wel-
come you all who have come from
every corner of the Islamic world,
to your second home; the Islamic
Republic of Iran to take part in the
eighth Summit of the Organisation
of the Islamic Conference.
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Our predicament 15 that the
Ummah, once the flag-bearer of
knowledpe, thought and civilisa-
tion, has, in the past few centuries,
eclipsed into weakness, regressed
into backwardness. And confront-
myg the present predominant civi
lisation has, with painful passivity,
failed to fully harvest the fruits of
this civilisation. Our quicscence

ne wWrongt can be

best

through centuries is the product of

the decline of, once a brilliant civi-
lisation which used to illuminate
the destiny of human races and
whose radiance of achievements
and influences are yel praisewor-
thy and to which the modern civi-
lisation, is truly indebted.

Today, the replication of the
old civilisation is neither Fl:lH!ii.I‘ill"
for its time is long gone nor desir-
able, even if it were ever probable.
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and boecause of present glory and
dignity at times, we Lry Lo find a
path for transcending beyond the
prosent into future which s maore
magnificent than that of our past
heritage.

Undoubtedly, we can succeed
in treading this path when we try
lo derive construchive  boenefits
from the achievements of Weslern
civilisation in the arca of scienoe,
technology and social norms o
move forward into fulure, an in-
evitable means o a successful on-
try into the future,
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“Muslims everywhere in the world,
including Muslim minorities in non-Muslim
countries consider the Organisation of
Islamic Conference as the backbone of their
support and source of their security,
psychologically speaking,”

Painful and bitter pill Lo
swallow, though, Lo see our Mus-
lim countries being plagued with
passivity and backwardness, nev-
ertheless, we stll have a ray of
hope, a malter of rejoice that we as
yel have the opportumity and ca-
pability transforming our destiny
through our resoluteness, solidar-
ity and awareness with the dem-
onstration of our self-sacnfice and
devotion.

If we are to glance at the twi-
light at the horizon, we can see
that we are capable of moving the
current generation and the poste-
rior lowards the new avibisation
by forging solidarity and mutual
understanding, standing side by
side, supporting cach other and
fraternally hold our hands to aud
each other. For the matenalisation
of such a goal, all of us must deds-
cate ourselves Lo the reabisation of

the Islamic civil society in our re-

speclive societies,
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velopment saying, “Development
constilutes another propitious bu-
sis for the preservation of security
and stability and susceptibility of
independonce of the lslamic socie-
Livs as well as for the honour and
dignity of Muslim nations

He added thot “in our view,
proper and proforred
ment a8 comprehensive, balanced
and sustaipable. In addition, it
should ensure participation of all
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“All of us should help the
Organisation of the Islamic
Conference so that it can strive, more
assertively, forcefully and

unequivocally, t

owards sincere and

compassionate resolution of

differences within the Islamic world.

Khatami  addressed the 55-
member countries of the OIC
“Generally, speaking, we should
be alert to and wvigilant of both
visible and invisible sources of
threal against our security.”

The president then stressed,
“In this repard, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, while stressing co-
operation among states i the
Persian Gulf region for the preser-
vation of the regional prace and
stability, considers the establish-
ment of regional security and o-
aperation with the participation of
all the states 1in the Persian Guli
and the adoption of reliable meas-
ures that would bear fruit of last-
ing, securily in the region and to-
wards the creation of a4 common
defence of shared interests and

voncerns of all countries and na-
tions.”
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He added, “We should as well
be cognisant that no country van
successfully  overcome  all  the
hurdles of development on ats
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supranational Islamic and human
needs and aspirations.”

He then added that “the Or
panisation of the Islamic Confer-
e, with thirty vears of expen.
i, enjoysthe requisite potentiol
resources for more effective pros.
ence al the international level ™

The president propounds that
“hence, it is natural that we now
take up the question of looking, for
new approaches and  mechanism
o strengthen ils  orgamsational
structure as well as Lo make more
elficient ils decisions and  ensure
thise implomentation.
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“under the current arcumstances
iL is ancumbent upon the Organ
salion of the Islamic Conference Lo
assume o more aclive and innova
bive - presence n internalional
eyuations,  parlw ularly mn thi
resolution  of  current contlicls
amonyg, member states or the crses
imposed on them from outside”

He then went on to say, “The
urpanisation’s intiative in defe nd-
g the nighls of the honourable
people of Bosnia stands oul as a
pood beginning  for a  senous
change in the organisation’s ap-
proach Lo international crises.”

The president regarded  that

= = T ﬁ%

|
“preservation amd continggy, o

such a sensitivity ang drtivies « .
port of the iy his amd inle hﬂ-ur
Muslim  socioties ) 'Iu:E. :
communities  and  minorije 5
non-member countei TR
consbroelive

anil

I}
il e with
fnEarement (n fimiad

ing a solution lor s b che =

cases as Cyprus angd Fashmar,

tmperative for the LS SLRTEITRT

Liom ol & more prominoni I_I.---lI
thie rpansalion
Prosident  Ehabas i then  adl
wiwitgd .F” of % hiald I-I..
I .r:ll.'"”" il il Uhe Jslam it
lierro e iy i |l )
asserively i
gquivesally, Lo :
MiPasseonal
ik i |
Wi ]
i il 1
palily
Ll
i
AN
|
1 :
i b
i1 H 11
i".l. 1
I 1 r
231
And Dol
macnl vl it WA T
prralatund i
1 TR LS A % E
for this [
rrcaler s BeVenienis [or L
grainsalion ol
coce” amnd emding wall an
mirshic Lo i Al lons
upeon thee only L h. |
Oimniscient,  sdaid Al Ll las
words of ours is “pras [0v A
1 i =il%

laly, thie Chensher Sl
Latrwer of e wis fudw



L_:r:w*‘.f!{KJJ:J,@‘LEJJF(W‘T{AJ ,«’:‘L = _:;;L 1o 1)-

! i - | ¢ o
i N | ¢ [
1.:'||,.,.-' B W | "I_;.-'n "'!_:..r"

PR
# 5




	P1010297
	P1010290
	P1010289
	P1010288
	P1010287


