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Hoijr Month of Ramuazan
(Editorial)

j_ ’ mﬂ: The month of self-

! purification
|

i Giv | 'vnurchjm a Good Name

Year of Dialogue Among the

Civilisations

Iran Condoles the Death of
Allama Ja'fn

| An Introduction to “Irfan (Part-3)

"'i"lli-ll-ilq

s TheRﬂb—c—IsIm n:n:-mhl}r
-magazine has allocated
P*ﬁumn of its pages for
‘English articles. The

- honourable readers may

A their papers 1o us on

!ddrcn _gm:n below.

A peEss

—

In the name of Allah, the Compassionale, the Merciful

The Holy Month of
Ramazan

Islam, as the last Divine religion, has made all possible
efforts and necessary arrangements of ways and means for
the perfection of mankind. In fact, by providing ways and
means the Almighty wants to keep the followers of Islam
always happy and active so that they can shoulder all their
individual and social responsibilities with profound knowl-
edge and complete awakening. By attaining the supreme
position of perfection and completion,
transform -themselves into a model and extra-ordinary
example to be emulated by other fellow-beings

The holy month of Ramazan is the month of self-
construction and self-purification. By
purified bodily and spiritually,
understand the hidden aspects of realities and will never find

the Muslims could

making themselves

the Muslims can easily

any difficulty in comprehending the human reality. During
the holy month of Ramazan the Muslims keep
materialistic desires under control and remain actively

engaged in self-purification, which ultimately makes them
more alert and sensitive towards their responsibilities and
obligations.

The Muslims, during the holy month of Ramazan, by
keeping themselves away from all forbidden things, perform
all their obligations with the intention of being close to the
Almighty. By establishing full command and control over
their bodies the Muslims spiritually become more active in
order to achieve real physical and spiritual pcace and
happiness. Therefore, we salute this holy month Jf Ramazan,
which is known for its numerous qualities and capabilities
This is the month of Quran, as this holy book was revealed
to the Prophet in this month and the Almighty selected this
month for His compassion and mercy.

We salute the great Prophet of Islam Hazrat Mohammed
Mustufa (PBUH), who while delivering his sermon, spoke of
this month in these words: “This is the month, which has been
regarded superior to all other months in the eyes of the
Almighty. It's days and nights are superior to all other days

No.175-176, Nov.—Dec., 1998 [1]
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you pray to God
don you for your sins.
you are burdened
1e heavy load of sins,
ke an appeal to the

ht of sins on your back.
‘martyr of this holy month
Hazrat Ali Ibne Abu Talib
~ (PBUH), who said, “Oh God!
- We observed fast in pursuance
~ of Your order and also to
win Thy happiness and sat-
~ isfaction and broke the fast-
mﬁ‘lﬂ‘ food gifted by
So, accept whatever |
1&“‘[“;&5 They is the
nformed and the best
Not only this but
getting severe sword
s on his head at the

f the most cruel man

‘quainted with the glories of

the Glorious Night and used
‘tﬂ keep the whole family
alert and active for extend-
‘h'lg a warm welcome to the
glorious night. She used to
emphasise the importance of
this night by saying that
“deprived is the person who
is deprived of the achieve-
ments of this glorious night”.

We salute all other Imams
and the true followers of
Allah, who used to guide the
people towards the right
path and also to the impor-
tance of the holy month of
Ramazan and its glorious
achievements.

In brief, the holy month
of Ramazan asks us to be well
informed of the whereabouts
of our Muslim brothers scat-
tered all over the globe. The
Muslims should also extend
maximum possible help and
assistance to other fellow
Muslim brothers who are
caught in inhuman and mis-
erable conditions and prove
that Muslims are one and
united throughout the world.

This is really a bitter
truth that the Muslims in
their occupied homeland of
Palestine are subjected to
innumerable and worst pos-
sible inhuman crimes at the
hands of the Zionist oppres-
sors supported by the impe-
rialist forces. Secondly, the
Israeli Zionist regime 1s still
continuing its illegitimate

usurpation and ocey pation of
Jerusalem. The inhuman kjjj.
ings of the innocent Palestin.
lans require our immediate
help, and we should also
Cxpose and denounce the
cruel regime. The world's
Muslims should strangly con-
demn the ghastly crimes of
the Zionist regime and should
raise their voice of protest a
all the international plat-
forms.

Keeping in view this ur-
gent and important need of
the Islamic world, the great
and exalted leader of the
Islamic Revolution, the late

Imam Khomeini, used to
lodge his strong protest
against the [srael regime

and its masters from time to

time. Besides, in order o
condemn the inhuman op-
pressions of the [sraeli Zion-
ist regime and also to fetch
support for the Palestinians
from all over the globe, late
Imam Khomeini declared the
last Friday of Ramazan as the
International Quds Day and
invited the world’s Muslims
the

holding protest marches, dem-

to mark accasion by

onstrations and also by orga-
nising huge Islamic congre
gations in support of their
Palestinian brothers and 10
condemnation of the Zionist
rulers, which will |.|E:|:11L1t:?]'r:
result in the liberation o
Palestine and will also putal

end to the fionist !‘“rbﬂ“ﬁnﬁ

4
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fessenger of Allah (PBUH) said: ‘Keep fast for your health”,

[ OF SELF-PURIFICATION

— 8. All Imam Zaidi

an says,“0O’ you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for
it was prescribed for those before you, so that you may

guard (against evil)"

st of the month of
ren  days earlier
in a cycle of
2 years, il passes
Ihi Seasons.

slam, the spiritual, social,
c, political and psycho-

‘R ‘I.'I.Illl regulate the Mus-
cial and individual life
bring them closer to their
Crealor. . A combination of fast,
m and meditation may be
the very besl dose for any and
all psychological, financial and
‘spiritual ilis from which one may
'ﬁ‘-ﬂﬂﬂﬂnﬂ They purily the

the intention, and
 about an abundance of
Mt‘mm the Almighty Who is

ng over us and Who

patience and sell-discipline, the
ability to bear hardship and
tolerate  hunger and thirst, In
shorl, it brings about a clear
viclory over one's lllicit desires
and selfish impulses. Il regu-
lates, systemizes and energises
the instincts. It trains the body
to submil to lofty spiritual im-
pulses, Fast saleguards the body's
health by prolecting it against
extravagance. It granis ils or-
gans a respite so that they may
be ready to resume their aclivi-
lies. As medical science has
proved, fasl is a medicine for
many bodily and nervous ail-
meants. Il Is a moral educalion,
a nourishment of supreme vir-
fues. Il teaches the believer to
abandon vices, lo conlrol emo
flons and instincts to curb the
longue agains! saying whal is
wrong or Inappropriate and the
conscience against contemplat
ing upon wrong doing or subver-
sion, It promotes the spirit of
unity among members of the
fasting community, i teaches
them humility and humbleness
and Instills within them 1the
feeling of equality belore Allah,
The rich have to observe il as
well as the poor, the women as

well as the men, the influential
and powarlul as well as the weak
and downtrodden . thay all have
o observe the last and its rules
and regulations. The month ol
Ramazan promoles the spirt ol
charily and compassion towards
the poor and the needy, and it
reminds each belever ol the
needs ol olher believers

Islam places a greal deal ol
emphasis on maoral excellence
during this holy month. The holy
Prophel ol Islam (pbuh) has
sald “One  who, lasting
nelther guards his longue
lelling lies naor
doing bad deeds
respect his las!
nol approva
from lood
should not speak ill ol
nor should you be boisterous or
noisy, Il anybody speaks ill of
you or tries 1o pick a quarral with
you, do nol respond 1o him In the
same manner; rather, simply 1all
him thalt you ara lasting

The instilule ol the
one ol the signs of tha Almighty's
mearcy on lhose who adhere I
His divine creed, and it is nevel
meant to pul a hardship o1
anybody, The Almighly doas nol

while
lram
relrains  from
s nol
Allah doa:

abslantian

whili
al mere
When you fasl, you

anybody

lasl Is

Mo, 175

178, Nov.-Dec., 15083



S OF FASTING
~our life in many
tha discusslnn

edom from the power
nl lilhlll
thishmpwarmpmple
‘and authority over their hears.
‘They take root until they become
y 'n"nﬂttﬂal thing which a person

cannot get rid of, nor can he
~ abandon them. Many people
ong us are enslaved by our
abit in eating, drinking, sleeping
anc wﬁking, am:l we are nol able

'n!d.' Wilh food, its varieties,
) tea, sweels, smoking
"'!tm as well as habits
slaaplrtg and habits

£ ﬁ];nsfg-n'l rid of lham and
2 from their hold and
It also draws the
-mﬂ’ia_thn fact that

are nol natural

escape. Rather these are things

@aﬁl imposed upon himsell, or
"“’!I' have been imposed upon
_him by cireumstances without his
hﬂ"*‘lﬂﬂ‘ any choice. He, thorefore,
can abandon them and free
himsell from their domination if
only he can show delermination
and firm resolve.®

It & person tries in the month
of fasting and conditions himsall
in practical terms, he will defi-
nitely acquire a new quality, that
Is the quality of true determina-
tion 1o get rid of any such thing
which Is harmful and brings no
benelil to him. From his struggle
to give up the habils related to
food and drink he can move on
1o resist and fight other habits of
his life as well as sell made
customs of the society which are
harmful,
*0" you who believal fasting is
prescribed for you, as il was
prescribed for those before you,
50 that you may guard (against
avif)™

2) Endurance

The Second effect of fasting
is that i makes a man accus
tomed to endurance. Endurance
is the nobles! character and the
essence of human virtues. The
Holy Qur'an has attached impor-
tance to it, and urged people lo
adopt it from many of Ils
chapters and verses. It is also
said that endurance is hall o
faith, and fasting is hall of
endurance. Allah the Most High
grants the reward of every good
dead, and increases the reward
of whosoever He wishes, bul
when He spoke about the reward
of people who endure He said
*The people who endure shall
recelva their rewards n full
withoul measure,™

Fasting is the Iraining  ang
coaching for endurance, The
fasting person abandons hig
food, his drink and all thal ha
desires. He sees wilh his own
eyes the pleasures of |he lable
and other things which he has
been asked to lorsake, bt
controls himsall in fulfilment of
the Commands of Allah and
resorls lo endurance having
hope in the reward of Allah |
hae is confronted by misbehaviour
or abuse from someona he dops
nol.  gel angry, and does i
respond with a similar action i
15 nol even disturbed, as though
he Is saying to the other person
‘Do whataver you want, | have
made a covenant with Allah by
my last that | will preserve my
longue and my limbs. How can
| then breach the covenamt and
respond 1o you or act with avil
towards you as vou have done?*
*If you siretch your hand lowards
me to kill me | shal
my hand lowards you lo Kill you

naver sireich

surely | lfear Allah, the Lord of
the worlds
The fasting person who I8

expecling a reward from Aliah

knows very well thal fasling is a
tirust
*Allah commands vou hal you
render back the frust 1o [6ev
owners,’

The fasling person who IS
expecting reward does nol le&
any Inconvenience nor discofm

forl in his heart, Dul o1 fha
conlrary he is salislied cantedt
and comforlable. His body may
feel weak, but his spirit Is high
and aclive. The sincere [asind
person is not angerad in Ramazan
by things which angef him al
other times. He does not 8¢
bored by matters which bore N
when he is not fasting. All 1%



which bars a man

1 ‘ el 1
~ from thinking about crimes and

= |

.ﬁi, an:l this is that

and I'Bﬂﬂng His Punish-
: mcia'ly will be safe from

then it should be

ered that people in au-
m sometimes careless

exist to exclude its
. That is why where

h a lack of religious
ation crimes and evil deeds

evil doings. Perhaps this is the
meaning ol what the Prophet

Mohammed (pbuh) is reported to
have said *When Ramazan

comes lhe Gates of Paradise are
opened, the Gates ol Hell are
shul, and devils are put in
chains.”

Islam as the lasl revealed
religion on this earth aims,
through its teachings, to main-
tain a balance between the
material and the spiritual as-
pects of human beings. It com-
mands that the body be given its
full share of worldly pleasures,
but efforts must be made 1o
restrict its greed and capacity.
Human beings must strive hard
to link themselves with the
Divine.

All obligatory duties in Islam
aim to achieve this goal, but
fasting is prominent among them
in this respect. Fasting keeps a
person away from food and
drink, and all other prohibited
aclivities, and by this lifts him
above the level of animals.

It creales in him a slrong
will-power and resclve to do
things that are good and beneti-
cial. He sees edible and drink-
able things before him and can
consume them without being
noticed, but he listens to his
conscience. His faith reminds
him that there is a Being from
Whom nothing is hidden.

References:
1. Holy Quran (2:182)
2 Fast of the month of Ramazan

Philosophy and Ahkam

The Staight Palh-UK, Jan's?
Holy Ourian (2-182)

Holy Our'an (38:10)

Hely Cur'an (5:28)

Hely Quran (4:58)
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GIVE YOUR CHILD A

GOOD NAME
— 8. All Imam Zaidi

Hazral "All (+.5.) sald. “Tha lirst
banaficance of a parant towards
his child is to give him a good
namea, themalora, you should name
your child with a good name”

It is a fact thal good namas
may have a good influanca on the
mind of a parson. A child haars his
name day and nighl; and il is
reasonabla to bDelieve that he
meaning of that name subcon-
sciously strengthens those charac-
laristics which are implied in that
name. Of course, It doas not mean
that no evil person has a good
name. What is emphasised hera is
the fact that a name has psycho-
logical aflect on lhe person

A bad name
langibla avil effect. Whanavar thai

names |5 announced, the parson

has ona mora

will Teasl ambarrassment and 1he
name will :
constant milation, ansciing

bocome a source of
outlook ol socialy. Rencea, Iham I1s
much l,—_'.".lp:h-;'lbl:- n hadis on giving
good names to children

The Holy Prophat usad
amphasisa this
much and used o change the bad
names ol

it is
child ba namead atter thz HOoly
Prophet and his holy family

Nowadays paople nama neir
childrean aftter ftilm aciors and
actrasses. This trend shows that
now our daily lite and its dominat-
ing thoughls have lost their con-
nection with the foundar of Islam
his family and friends. By giving
our children the names of such
anti-Islamic persons, we ara leach-
ing our children nol to care about
Islam In their lives. Such an
attitude must ba given up

aspect of lite s

£ 1= =¥ o
yaople and places

recommandaa tnhat e
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"; _‘T-I OF DIALOGUE AMONG THE
CIVILISATIONS

The President of the Islamic
Republic of Iran Hujjatul Islam
Syed Muhammed Khatami, while
delivering his speech in the
recenl UN General Assembly
Session, made a proposal that
year 2001 should be declared as
the year of dialogue among the
civilisations by the United Na-
tions Qrganisation. This proposal
was [linally approved by the
member nations of this organisa-
tion.

While making this proposal,
President Khatami said as a first
step lowards the establishment
of justice and freedom through-
oul the world the United Nations
should declare the year 2001 as
the year ol dialogue among
various civilisations of the world,
Following President Khatami's
speech, the Iranian delegation
labled a resolution on the sub-
ject, which was fully supported
by the member nations namely
laly, Greece, Egypt and India.
Later, the UN General Assembly
Commillee on Seplember 30,

[6] No.175-176, Nov~Doc.. 1998

98, accopled 1o Incliude Pros|
denl Khatami's proposal as "
ticle No 98 of Ihnr drfm mr.-urnu::r. :::er“”” il S
ol the UN Genoral Assembly
Session, which was finally ap-
provad by the member nations
on Oclober 7, 1998

Iran's permanen! reprosenta-
live to the Uniled Nation's Mr
Husainian, while commenting upon
the proposal of President Khalam|
said 1hat Presidont Khatami's
proposal was based on solid
political and cultural footings and

ETNEATY

Foraign Minister of the

LIN Gonoral As
that
amandg tha civilisations

isombly Sogs
o

iniialives 1o
dIMong varous civilisalions

play a pivolal role in the expar

Iran Hujjatul Islam Syed Muhammed
Khatami, while delivering his speech in
the recent UN General Assembly
Session, made a proposal that year
2001 should be declared as the year of
dialogue among the civilisations by the
United Nations Organisation. This
proposal was finally approved by the
member nations of this organisation.

the approval of this proposal by
the UN General Assembly has in pros

proved thalt conlrary o lhe imong 1 i aim
baseless allegalions against the o draw |
islamic Hepublic ol Iran made by  attenlios
some of the forelgn mass media wWor e
nelwork, Iran is the champion ol pi
rely lton sho

¥ 1ad ol I-'
I VAL 1 1 &

world peace and it sincs

strives lor the promolion of & SOUrcs

friendly relalions among Lhe  always be |
worlds nations through dialogue  promolios

and constructive cooperation and the nations of

also h'j' neG nnjmr; i 1o spect 1o

On tha otherhand, tha Deputy

Inkamie
Republic of Iran declared in (he

ALl
sleps lor h“-.‘.,“rj dialogue

Lt
in this world. President Khatamis
strengthen sl

el

s1on ol construclive cooperalio

The President of the Islamic P.Epuhlic. of “I
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.I;ﬁrl was born in 1925 in Tabriz
uty; He completed his primary
educalion al Madarsa-e-Etemad
and secured first position in his
class V examination. Since he
belonged to a very poor family
he could not continue his studies
and started working atl a place
for providing necessary financial
assistance to his family. He was
keenly interested in pursuing his
sludies. His father accepted his
fequest and took him lo Talebia
school for admission. While con-
linuing his studies he had lo
work after school time in order
10 cope with his educational

After completing his second-
ary education at Talebia School,
Allama Tagi Ja'fri went to Tehran
and entered Madarsa-e-Marvi,

ALLAMA JA’FRI

-.."l“l.lill'llllliilll

& . logether but he
was never disap-
pointed. He slayad
in Qum for one
year and left for
Tabriz to altend to
his ailing mother.
But, the moment
he reached Tabriz,
his molher had
already expired,

o In 1948,
i+ Allama Taqi Ja'fri

B R R W AR EE R E PSR RS SRR

.ul‘.?ﬁl
Taqi ‘..-..‘III-IIII-IIIIII-I!---!-"-IEf.t If_‘“" Naiar ﬂily

in lraq and stayed there for more
than 12 years. In Najaf, Allama
Ja'fri got the opporiunity of
participating in the leclures ol
top ranking scholars and juris
prudents of Islam like Ayalullah
Sheikh Kazim Shirazi, Ayatullah
Abul Qasim Khei, Ayatullah Syed
Mehmood Shahrodi, Ayatullah
Syed :
Gulpaigani, . &8
Ayatullah Syed :
Abdul  Haadi
Shirazi, Ayatullah
Meelani,
Ayatullah Sheikh
Sadra Qafgazi
and Sheikh
Murtaza
Talegaani.
During the
last five years
of his slay In
Najaf city, Allama Ja'fri started
teaching philosophy and jurispru-
dence. A number of prominent
scholars of Islam like the martyred

" mm @ EFEEEEESE

"
"
"
"
"
®
®

Jamal ----- @@ E 888w Ew

- IRAN CONDOLES THE DEATH

Ayalullah Syed Bagir-us-Sadr,
were his sludents

Later, he came back fto
Tehran and started his research
work. Allama Taqi Ja'fri
actively engaged In research
projects Hil he breathed his last.
He preduced mere than 50
authentic books and hundreds of
articles on various topics related
to Islam. Besides. he used lo
deliver lectures on various liter-
ary lopics al Tehran Universily

The leader of lhe
Revolution Ayatullah Syead All-e-
Fhamene! issued
message on the sad demise ol
Allama  Ja'lr
socribed Allama

Was

Islamic

a concdolence

wherein he de

Ja'fri's death as

an irreparable loss to the aca
demic and cullural sociely f
Iran
Recognising Allama Jalns
----- vee s n e fadication i
R .,-h m S2Arcr 3
i '
K mar
that dur
=1 | E I
BE k
. Ja'ftri  presented
valuable and au
thentic books 1
. [he world
Knowlegge
* goionce which w
S P .xsaes SETVE as refer

malarial for the coming

scholars

ancea
generations ol
asted in having deep and critical
study of the Islamic

iler

sclances
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l's nﬁuntﬂd.as one of
leading to salvation
B LSS g gl i
Bl e ol 45y

ﬁy the self)... verify he who
: es it has succeeded, while
hﬂ wﬁn co-rrupls it has indeed

» failed. (91:7-10)

| INTRODUCTION TO ‘IRFAN

Incorrect. We are considering
whether there did exist such
greal resources thal could have
provided effective inspiration for
irfan In the Islamic world. Even
I we suppose thal those usually
classed as ‘urafa’ could nol
make proper use ol them, others
who are not classed as such did
make use of them.

In addition 1o the Quran, the
traditions, sermons, supplications
(du'a’y, polemical dialogues

There is also repeated

3 muﬂlun there of love of God
- as a passion above all other
human loves and atlractions.

The Quran also speaks

about all the particles of
creation glorifying and prais-

ing God (17:44). and this is
phrased in a way lo imply

that if one were to perfect his
understanding, he would be

able 1o perceive their praise

and magnification ol God.
Moreover, the Quran raises

the issue of the Divine breath

in relation to the nature and
constitution of the human

by Marlyr Murtaza Mutahhari

of sublimity. Similarly, the biog:
raphles of the leading personal
ties of the early days of lslam
was nol merely a lileleas type of
asceliciam. blanded with a wor
ship performed in the hope of
the rewards o! Paradise. Con-
cepls and nolions are found in
the lraditions, sermons, suppl
cations, and polemical dialogues
that sland al a wvery high laval
of sublimily. Similarly, the biog
raphies of the leading personali

[ = s
The spiritual life

current in the early

days of Islam was

not merely a lifeless

type of asceticism
blended with a

worship performed

in the hope of the

rewards of Paradise.

ties of the early days of I1slam
display many insl
spiritual ecslasy, visions, oo
cuUrrences, Innar Insignts, and
burning spiritual love. We will
now relate an example of i
Al-Kah relates 1hat
morning after performing the
dawn prayer, a young man
(Harithah ibn Malik ibe
al-' Ansari) caught the Prophet
eye. Lean and pale
Fi
sion of bel
own condihion and i being
unable
How

inces o

&
AL TTEAIE

His ..-r'u' 1

SUNKEN, gave Lha mpres

ng unawara a s

o Keap s palance
arg Yyou 1L o [ L
Praphet |  have dil

ceriain faith,” the

being (32:9).
~ This, and much more be-
‘sides, is sufficient to have
inspired a comprehensive and
‘magnificent spirituality regarding
‘God, the world, and man, par-
Micularly regarding his relation-
f-hi;:l with God.

As previously mentioned, we
~not considering how the
lim ‘urafa’ have made use of
& rapowﬂas or whether their
n has been correct or

-
M
=

Nov—Dec., 1998

(ihtijajat), and the biographies of
the great figures of Islam, all
show that the spiritual life cur
renl in the early days of Islam
was nol merely a lifeless type ol
ascelicism blended with a wor
ship performed in the hope of
the rewards of Paradise. Con-
cepls and notions are found in
the traditions, sermons, suppli
cations, and polemical dialogues
that stand at a very high level

the sign of you

ysked

plied. “Whal is
cerainty? the

The
certainly had |mmerse
grid, It kept him awake al
(in waorsnmp) and Ul

P raphel
replied tha
i him o
ol

rsty by 02)

vouth

13 1 1
had separaits
.
_:ll'.l Lt
\
-I:..'

1 St

(in fasling}, and
him from 1he
mallars s0 Ci
sgamed to him as i Ok
the Diving Throng already ||:l
{an the Judgement Lay ) 1o =55

-.-,.'r| ]

ympletaly

B,
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- ﬁmﬁdha enjoying its
mﬂ the people of heel

14.;4,, Prnphﬂi (S) turned
told

, s been illuminated with
s {u,h: of faith by God", Then
Hﬂd““ the youth, “Preserve
, condition you are in, and do
et it be taken away from
X 'Pmy for me" the youth
mp_uaq’ ‘that God may grant me
'Not long after this encounter,
a battle took place, and the
youth, taking part, was granted
his wish and was martyred.
The life, utterances and
prayers of the Holy Prophet (S)
are rich with spiritual enthusiasm
and ecstasy, and full of indica-
tions of gnosis, and the ‘urafa’
often rely on the Prophet's
supplications as reference and
evidence for their views.
Similarly, the words of Amir
a-Mu'minin 'Ali(A), to whom
nearly all the ‘urafa’ and sufis
lrace the origin of their orders,
are also spiritually inspiring. |
wish 1o draw attention to two
Passages of he Nahj al-balaghah.
In Khutbah No.222, ‘Ali states:

o N PO TP PP T
7235 G da 4 e o slil
l.i.'l..%l.._lh_._:.i,! ;Li:..;_,.;'i_j—'-l-ﬂ s dt
B 3 = ¥l e = i gy e
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S h alS 00 S5 L als G

| ehsie
Certainly, God, the glorified, has

?ﬁ%?

made His remembrance the
means of burnishing the heart,
which makes them hear aflter
dealness, see afler blindness,
and makes them submissive
after unruliness. In all the peri-
ods and times when there ware
no prophets, there have been
individuals with whom God -
precious are His bounties -
spoke in whispers through their
conscience and intellects,

In Khutbah No.220, speaking
aboul the men of God, he says:
B3 o theds Silaly cadie Ll 45
o Y Gy iade bl cdlls
PO S DR U R ey
w b '_’Ji ol ol azas lus J'_!_:_I__._JI
“May C2y (LGN jlay L)
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He revives his intellect and
mortifies his self, until his body
becomes fean and his coarse-
ness turns into refinement. Then
an effulgence of extreme bright-
ness shines forth for illuminating
the path befare him, opening all
the doors and leading him
straight to the gate of safely and
the (permanent) abode. His feel,
carrying his body, become fixed
in the position of safely and
comfort on account of that which
engages his heart and on having
won the good pleasure of his
Lord.

The Islamic supplications,
especially those of the Shi'ah,
are also replete with spiritual
teachings. The Du'a’ Kumayl, the
Du'a’ Abi Hamzah, the supplica-
tions of al-Sahifat al-Kamilah and
the group of supplications called
Sha'baniyyah, all contain the
most sublime spiritual ideas.

With the existence of all
these resources in Islam, is

e

thare a need for us to search for
the origin of Islamic ‘ifan elsa:
whara?

This reminds us of the case
ol Abu Dharr al-Ghifari and his
protest agains! the tyrants of his
lime and his vocal criticism of
their practices, Abu Dharr was
sevaraly critical of the lavourttism,
partisan politics, injustice, cor-
ruption and tyranny of the post-
Prophelic era in which he lived
This led him to suffer torture and
exile, and linally it was in exile,
deserted and alone, that he
passed away from this world

A numbar of orientalists have
raised the question of what
molivated Abu Dharr 1o act as he
did. They are in search ol
something foreign 1o the world of
Islam to explain his behaviour

George Jurdaq, a Lebanese
Christian, provides an answer (o
these orientalists in his book fa
‘Imam ‘All, sawt al-‘adalah al-
‘insaniyyah (Imam "Ali, the Voice
of Human Justice). There he
says that he Is amazed al those
who wish to trace Abu Dhar
mentality lo an exira-islamic

I =

source. He says it is as il they
see someone standing at ths
side of a sea or river with a

pitcher of water in his hands,
and begin to wonder from whicn
pool he has filled his pitcher, and

then, complelely ignoring the
nearby sea or river, go o7 In
search of a pool or pond 10

explain his full pitcher of water

What other source other than
Islam could have inspired Abu
Dharr? Which source could have
the power of Islam In inspirng
the likes of Abu Dharr to rise
against the tyranls of this world
such as Mu'awiyah?

Now we see a similar pattern
in regard to ‘irfan, The orientalisis

No.175-176, Nov.~Dec., 19989/



inspiration of ‘irfan,
e they completely overlook
reat ocean of Islam.
we really be expecled to
‘all these resources -
- Quran, the traditions,
“-inm_ﬁnai-.-thn polemical dia-
'thu ﬂuppliuminm, and

'_ “credence to the view of
jroup of orientalists and their
astern followers?

Formerly, the orientalists took

. ‘great pains to project the origins

~ of Islamic ‘ifan as lying outside
the original teachings of Islam.
Lately, however, such individuals
as the English R.A. Nicholson
and the French Louis Massignon,
after having made extensive
studies in Islamic ‘irfan, withoul
being unacquainted with Islam in
general, have expressly admitted
that the principal sources of
‘ifan are the Quran and the
Prophet's Sunnah,

» We will conclude this lecture
by guoting a passage by Nicholson
from the book The Legacy of
Islam:

*(Though: Muhammad left no sys-
tem of dogmatic or mystical
theology, the Qur'an contains the
raw materials of both. Being the
- autcome of feeling than reflec-
tion, the Prophet's statements
‘about God are formally inconsis-
tent, and while Muslim scholas-
tics have embodied in their creed
the aspect of transcendence, the
Sufis, following his example,
have combined the transcendent
aspect with that of immanence,
on which, though it is less
prominent in the Quran, they
turally lay grﬂﬂt'af ‘emphasis. )

.outward and the inward’ (Ivii:3);

there is no god but He; every-
thing fs perishing except Mis
Face' (xxvii:88); 'Have breathed
Inte him (man) of My spirit’
(xv:289); Verily. We have created
man and We know what his soul
suggests to him. for We are
nigher unte him than the neck-
artery’ (1:15); 'wheresoover ye
turn, there is the Face of Allah'
(:114); *he to whom Allah giveth
no light hath no light at all

" (xxiv:40). Surely the seeds of

myslicisrm are here. And, for the
early sufis, the Qur'an is not only
the Word of God: it is the
primary means of drawing near
to Him. By fervent prayer, by
meditating profoundly on the text
as a whole and in particular on
the mysterious passages (xvii:1;
liii:1-18) concerning the Night-
journey and Ascension, they
endeavoured lo reproduce the
Prophet's mystical experience in
themselves.”

... The doctrine of a mystical
union imparted by divine grace
goes beyond anything in the
Qur'an, bul is slated plainly in
apocryphal [Iraditions of the
Prophet, e.g9. God said, “My
servant draws nigh unto Me by
works of supererogation, and |
love him; and when | love him,
{ am his ear, so that he hears
by Me, and his eye, so that he
sees by Me, and his longue, so
that he speaks by Me, and his
hand, so that he takes my Me."™

As repeatedly said before,
we are not concerned here with
the question whether the ‘urafa’
have succeeded in correctly
utilising the inspiration provided
by lIslam; cur purpose was to
consider whether the main source
of their inspiration lay within
Islam or oulside it

‘ Urafa’ of the Sixth/Twelf
Century:

1. 'Ayn  al-Qudat a|.
Hamadani: Of the most enthi.
slastic of mystics, ‘Ayn al-Qudat
al-Hamadani was the disciple of
Ahmad al-Ghazali's, younger
brother of Muhammad who was
also a mystie. The author of
many books, he also composed
some brilllant poetry that, how-
evar, was nol allogether free of
theopathetic exclamations
(shathiyyal). Charges of heresy
were brought against him: he
was execuled, and his body
burnt and his ashes cast to the
winds. He was killed around 52s.
533/1131-1139

2. Sana’'l Ghaznawi: A fa-
mous poel, his verse is loaded
with profound mystic senliments
Rumi, in his Mathnawi, has cited
some of his sayings and &x
pounded them. He died around

the middle of the 6&th [12th
century

3. Ahmad Jami; Known as
“Zhand-e PI', Jami is one of tha
most celebrated of ‘urafa and
sufis. His tomb lies at Turbal-g
Jam, near the border belween
lran and Afghanistan, and 18
well-known, Following lines are
among the verses he composed

1ope (raja)
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Be not haughty, for the mou
many a mighly man .
Has been hamstrung amony
rocks in the deserl,

But neither desparr

wine-drinking hoertines
Have suddenly arrived &

destination by a single “”md
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Ali’s house in Kufa City.
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