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Islam and Responsibilities of Being
a Maslim

'tﬂlﬂm, as the last divine religion, possesses all such |
which are essential for the human world.
qualities which are capable of guiding the
towards its ultimate goal with peace and tranquillity. Islam
can cope with all the requirements and demands of human
society through all the ages.

* There is no doubt that a Muslim will have to face so
many problems and difficulties in reaching the ultimate
Islamic goal of life. The high ranking jurisprudents and
experts of Islamic theology will have to shoulder the special
responsibilities to resolve the problems and difficulties of
Mushim masses and will have to present exalted models of
Islamic personalities before the human world. This can be
feasible only by initiating timely steps in this direction. In
brief the Muslim Ulema should try to find out ways and
means for resolving the problems and difficulties of the
Islamic society and to enable it to procecd towards the
ultimate Islamic goal.

On the other hand, Islam has always been surrounded
with such dangerous and bitter enemies whe have been
actively engaged in annihilating Islam. The anti Islamic
activities of these enemies can be divided into various
sections like political, social, economic and cultural
enmities.

There is no doubt that anti Islamic forces have made
the existence of Muslims as their main target and are
striving for the annihilation of the cultural values ol
Muslims. For getting success in their nefarious designs the
enemies of Islam have chalked out long and short term
policies and programmes with the help of their allies and
agents. Sometimes, these agents and allies arc seen openly
on their westernised platforms and on some other occasions
they are projected as the so-called scholars of Islam who
because of a lack of information about Islam and 315_0
because of superficial knowledge of Islam make this
propaganda throughout the world that Islam has not h_em
capable of coping with the requirements of human society
through the ages. They also propagate that Islam can't fulli
the demands of human society after a gap of more than
a millennium. This is an irresponsible statement and the

AWS
It has all such
human socicty
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t -ilﬁportn.m:m of unity
1 Islamic brotherhood so
they could work for the

ble _nnﬂ practlcal unity

“hm a ﬂrﬂﬂp of people in
i‘ii Islamic nation is actively
.enmaﬁ:l in violating interna-
ﬁi:nnl human norms and
~ principles, puts the Islamic
A hWBunderltnfcet.duean‘t
P aﬂhm to thu pnnniples of
ih sell as the real Islamic
E?}!_P. massacres Muslim
fellow countrymen including

‘women and nh:ll

‘emies of Islam,

It would have been better
if this group of Muslims,
had not engaged themselves
in such shameful and inhu-
man acts in the name of
Islam. If it would have been
so then this group wouldn't
have considered only the
keeping of beard and im-
prisonment of Muslim women
within the four walls of the
house as the only and
ultimate limits of Islam.
This group should realise
the true spirit of Islam
which teaches us to fight
against all evils for the
liberation of human society
from the clutches of ewvils
and corruption, which has
always presented good and
useful human models before
the world and has always
worked as a guiding force
for the liberation of man-
kind.

It would be appropriate
to mention that the Muslim
women, during the early age
of Islam had played a
pivotal role in keeping their
men actively engaged n
their Islamic activities. A
student of the history of
Islam cannot ignore the
services of Hazrat-e-Khadijch
to the promotion and devel-
opment of Islam. Nobody
can deny the valuable sac-
rifices offered by Hazrat-e-
Fatimah the beloved daugh-
ter of prophet Muhammad
in defending Islam. She
imparted all necessary train-

e

ing to her sons and daugh.
ters to rl.gh'l AgAINSt the
enemies of Islam and (g
protect this divine relipion
even al the cost of embirae
ing martyrdom. The messen.
ger of Husaini
Hazrat-e-Zainab
such valuable
saleguarding
cannot

revolution
rendered
services for
Islam which

and will be

forgotten.

All such groups of |s
lamic socicties which con
sider the women
limited to keep their hus
bands happy and to look
after their children are com
mitting a
should realise
they are commuit
crime
should study the
Islam and nnd oul
status of men and

of comple-

never
role of

mistake They
thas fact that
ting a ghastly
against Islam. They
history of
the real
women
who are source
tion for each other. Both are
equal in the eyes of Islam
and their duties and respon
sibilities are well defined in
[slam.

We hope that the Mushm
men and women will work
together for the promotion ol
Islam and will translate
Islamic values into practice
in order to introduce this
divine religion of Islam 1@
the world in its real shape
and will prove that Islam 1S
fully capable of coping with
the requirements of human
society through all the ages

and can successfully lead

the people to salvation. O




fhus;

-ﬂih'nmnmhurﬂ-
' such a greatl
perhaps the best way to
fgnhm refer to the
d, “peace be upon
) study the history of
roto raud his book
gha frmnwhmhtlﬁs

(PBUH) for the
of Islam and for the
of an Islamic gov-

Thuﬂna! period,

gate.” Dr. George Gordagh in his
book, "Ali, the Voice of Human
Juslice” says, "0, mother nature
it would have been wonderful of
you if you would have employed
all your powers and potentials to
once again give birth 1o a great
man, a genius and a hero such
as Imam Ali (a.s.)”

Dr. Ali Shariati, a contempo-
rary Muslim writer speaks of
Hazrat Imam Ali (a.5.) as follows:

“Ali was one spirit with many
potentials.

He was the besl in speech,
on the pulpit.

He was the best in worship,
at the alter.

He was the best of workers,
in the farm.

He was the best in being
faithful, with Mohammed.

He was the highest feeling of
responsibility, in society.

He had the best writing, in
Nahjul-Balagha.

He was the most pious, in
life,

He was the most knowledge-
able; in Islam.

He was the father of revolu-
tion, in time.

He was the example of
justice, in government,

He was the best father and
teacher of humanity, al home

AR
and...

He was the best obedient of
God, always and everywhere”

e
- s SR Sl L e s e

\ 1 Ali’s Biography and Selected
i m Historic Farman Addressed to his
ander-in-Chief Malik-e-Ashtar

Hazrat Imam Ali (rs) was
born 30 years after the
Prophel's birth. His father, Abu
Talib was the prophetl's uncle
and his mother was Falimah

Abu Talib raised the Prophet
after the dealh of his parents
and grandfather, Abdul Motallib
The Prophel Mohammed cared
for and loved Ali as a son. He
grew up In an atmosphere of
virtlua and piaty, which no other
home could provide. This early
training left a lasting effect o
All's mind. It gave him a keen
vision and a passionate love for
truth. Above all, it made him &
fearless fighter following the true
path of Allah. These '{I'Fl'ln—'-' of
the Hazrat were later to pro
rare assel for Islam. He was ihe
first youth to join the
Islam. He was only 9 ye
when the prophet (PBUH) was
called to the divine mission
Accepting Islam at an early age
was a rare acl of independeni
judgement for a boy especially in
a society where idol worship
prevailed. Ali grew up under the
loving care of the Prophet and
the faith. The night the holy
Prophet was to leave for Madina,
his house was surrounded Dby
blood-thirsty men who were ready
fo Kkill him. Qur holy prophet
asked Ali to lie in his place In
his bed and he himsell left
unnoticed. Ali gladly accepled

hol iy

L
L1
a3rs old
alrs {8
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‘the holy prophet but the
el wanted to bring him
still, He gave his daughter
-alima in marriage to him. She
~was his youngest daughter and
most dearly loved of all. Al
realised the honour that was
done to him; he did not marry
‘any one else as long as Fatima
ivgﬂ. Hasan and Husain were
the sons of Ali and Fatima. The

people to get ready for prayer.
Ali's wound was serious and he
died the day after. Al the last
minute of his life he called upon
his sons and gave them the
advice, "O° my sons, always be
truthful, be merciful and helpful
to the people. Try to slay the
oppressor and help the op-
pressed.”

Ali was undoubtedly one of
the greatest sons of Islam and
the closesl companion ol the
prophet. His understanding of
the Quran was very deep. With
him ended the great Islamic

Imam sinceraly: because pf i
he earned Moavia's enmity, Mn;
via intrigued against him ang hag
him killed by his 9ang of pajg
murderars. His untimaly death
brought great sorrow 14 Imam
who, expressing his ariel, saig
"He was 1o me, what | Was ':1:;
the Holy prophet”

The ll:-'”ﬂ'l'i'lflg |l'l$“11'.'“-1|r_;.r'|gl if
the form of a lelter, ware wrillan
to him by the Imam who Nas
appointed Governor of Egypl in
the place of Mohammed-ibne.
Abubaker.

This letter is a precise of the

h:tﬂj" prﬂphEt T Y Y i e . T m mmmmmmr principles of adminis-

them like his owng
'sons. All actively took »
part in all the Islamic
ballles side by side g
with the holy prophet, =
Mohammed, excepl in =
the batlle of TabukX
where the prophet de- =
cided to leave Ali ing
charge of Madina dur-:
ing his absence This w
gave the hypocrites g

an opporfunily lo falk s e s e s E e e N NS SN N ENEEN SN EEENEEESRES

ill of Ali. When the prophet heard
this he said, "O Ali, do you not
like that we have the relationship
as Aaron had with Moses?" The
prophet's words silenced the
hypocrites. During his last iliness
of the prophet, Ali was con-
slantly by the prophet's. When
‘the holy prophel passed away it
was Ali assisted by his uncle,

g ., who performed the last
 rights. Ali was one of the scribes
f the revelations. Lelters sent

by him. The three caliphs
_ Ali depended much on
‘advice. Ali was killed in the

Muljam hit him with a
while he was ftelling

74, Sept.-Oct., 1998

...Remember, Malik, that
are two kinds of people;
who have the same religion
and they are your brothers
and those who have other
religions and they are human

beings like you.

tradition of combining political
power with self-imposed want
and sellless service. Ali was the
last representative of the ftruly
democratic spirit of Islam and
was also the last of the pious
caliphs.

Malik-e-Ashter was a famous
person during the time of the
Imam. He was the head of the
Bani Nukha's clan disciple, a
companion of the Imam, a brave
warriors, he acted as Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Imam’s
armies, His valour earned him
the name “Fearless Tiger". The
Imam had specially trained him
in the principles of administration
and jurisprudence.

He veneraled and loved the

| =
Iration and justica ae-
= } 2 S
fhEl’E ® dictated by Islam. It
those

u
s deals with the duties
" and

® rulers, lheir chief re

obligations of

. {

s Sponsibimies, priori

:I|E;5 of rights and

= obligations, dispensa-

| | .

g 1hon ol |uslice, contral

® over s es and

L]

s Sul ile stall, ais

: tiribution of work and

dutigs amongst (he

various t'.'l'.;:![!.l22|:-.'-1-'§ |_|1 .!.'_II'I':IHIF%‘:'H-
tion and their co-ordination with
each other's cooperation and
opprassion amongst the ollicers
to control markets, imports and
exports, and to curb evis o

profiteering, hoarding, and black-
marketing. He also explains ine
stages of the various classes of
society, government duties -
wards the lowest class (the peof
and have-nots), how they are
looked alter

and how {rvr
conditions are

improved. The
principle of equal distribution of
wealth and opporlunities, 0
phans and their upbringing. r.hrn:
of the crippled and their mainte
nance, and substitutes in Heu o
homes for the aged and disabled




g, S

whera poverly is neither a
stigma, nor a disqualification,
and whare justice is not tarred
with nepolism, favouritism, pro-
vincialism or raligious fanaticism
Lasily, it is a thesis on the higher
values ol morality.

The famous Arab Christian
jurist, poel and philosopher,
Abdul maseeh-e-Anthaki, who
died in the beginning of the 20th
century, writes this lelter is a far
superior code than those handed
down by Moses and Hamurabl
It explains what a human admin-
istration should be like and how

Mercilul and Kind God. These
are \the orders issued by the
crealuras ol God, Ali, the son of
Abu-Talib, 1o Malik, the son ol
Ashler

.| order you Malik to always
keep the fear of God in your
mind, to give priority to His
worship and lo give preference
1o obey His Order. Carefully and
faithfully follow the command
ments and Iinterdiclions given in
the Holy book and traditions of
the Holy prophel (AS) because
the success of
happiness

man 1o alttamn

in this workd and the

Men of either category suffer from the
same weakness and disabilivies thar human
flesh is heir 10; they commirt sins And
indulge in vices, either intentionally or

r 4 o
HEMOS ugon

iy
thess
ure
altrioutions Lrings
about total failure |

and hereallar

ar
180

e R S o
".;“l\.lll'u Laks

10 achieve l1hese

_h:ﬁ“:: uniﬂmuriuunlhv_ withour realising the |, 10 om

e each one to| Enormity of their deeds. Ler mercy ANd |you as a governor 1o
I his obligations| compassion come 70 THeir Rescue and znnﬁ! _
: m help in the same way THAT you EXpECT | oo peiore Som:
the trust of God;] God 10 show mercy And forgiveness. | of them were benion

sympathelicsaand good

it should be carried on.
justifies the claims of Muslims
that Islam introduces a Godly
administration of the people for
the people for the people and by
the pecple. It wants a ruler not
to please himself but to bring
happiness to the ruled. No
religion before Islam tried to
achieve this end. Ali should be
congratulated for having pro-
duced these principles in his
government and for having writ-
ten them down for posterity.

An Order to the
Commander-in-Chief,
‘Malik-e-Ashter

" In the name of the Al

while many were lyrannica
oppressive and cruel People w
judge your governmenl as cri
cally as you have studied |
aclivities of other governmenis
they will criticise you in the same
way as you have censureéd of
approved other rulers

..You must know that a
virtuous man is recognised DY
the good that is said aboul him
and the praises which God has
destined him to receive from
others...

_..Remember, Malik, that there
are two kinds of people: those
who have the same religion and
they are your brothers and those
who have other religions and
they are human beings like you

No. 173174, Sepi.~Oxr., 1998 (3]



E’" ! ‘must never
' 'ffn‘*ivéﬁ'mmhrm
*’Il'ﬂﬁﬁulﬂbhiaarular
'hnill Gn:l is the
rﬂyhhtmnu

e

to seek your favour by false
praises. Flatlery and lalse praise
create vanity and concell; they
make one lose sight of his real
sell and his duties. ...

...The things which most
gladden the heart of a ruler
should be that his state is being
ruled on the principles of equity
and juslice and that his subjects
love him...

...So far as the dispensing ol
justice is concerned, you have to
be very careful in selecting
officers. You must selecl people
of excellenl characler; superior
calibre and meritorious record
They mus! possess the following
qualifications; abundance of liti-
gations and complexily of cases
should not make them lose their
temper. When they realise that
they have commilted a mistake
in judgement they should not try
to justily it. When the truth Is
made clear to them they should
not consider it below their dignity
to correct their mistake...

...S0 far as collection of langd,
revenues and laxes are con-
cerned, you must always keep in
mind the taxpayer's welfare, this
is more important than the taxes
themselves, because these laxes
and the taxpayers are the origi-
nal source on which the welfare
of your state and ils subjecls
depends...

...ARemember Malik, if a coun-
iry is prosperous and well-to-do
then it will happily and willingly
bear any burden. The povertly of
people is the actual cause of the
devastation of a country. The
main cause of poverty is the
desire of rulers and officers 10
amass wealth and possessions
lllulhar by fair or foul means.

ain o mﬁym afraid of losing their

s and rule; they want 1o

make the most of the shores
limé at their disposa) They
never learn lessons from (he
history of nations and never pa-;-
attention 10 the orders of God

.Out of your work hours fix
a time for those who want tn
approach you with their griey-
ances. During this time e
should do no other work but 1o
hear them and pay attention |
their complaint

You must take care n
cut yourself off from the p _
Do nol place a preslige curtas

between you and those
whom Yyou rule Such p
gsions and show of pomg
pride are in reali

tions of an inferiority
and vanily. The result of ¢
altitude is thal yc
ignorant of the conditions of
subject and actual causes
indecent happenings in the stats
LAl your vl
to sign a treaty acceplable
Lord. then never refuss suc
offer because peace will €

rest and comiort 1o your
It will relieve you from anxiglie
and worries, it will bring pic f
fy and abundance
people.

You must always [ry
remember the good and U
things done in the past
aclivities of a just and
government, ihe good O
done by 1, the good
promulgated, the grders an
traditions of the Holy proph
(AS), the orders of God give
out in His Holy Book and i
things that you have seen mée d
or have heard me say. Foliow th
good aclions and advices lour

therein

> o -

Sra I



‘Day, the Chairman of
ure and Isiamic Relation

his sincere greetings on
~casion, asserted that the
ity has selected the model
ywod and bad person from
the women. The Holy
presents Asiya as an
of a good lady and the
'Hazrat Nooh and Hazrat
as the examples of bad
ons. But good ladies feel
d of following Hazrat Zehra,
the leader of the world's
1 and posses such guali-
which are essentially sup-
ed to be emulated by all.

| He further recited a verse
om the Holy Quran, which
s that men and women are

~a model woman
n Minn should be

but s to ba followed 1ill the day
ol resurrection.

He further said that Hazrat
Fatima during her childhood
remained with her father in
Mecca and Abu-Talib valley and
tolerated all kinds of inhuman
and barbaric behaviour of the
enemies of Islam. In her young
age, she was married to Hazrat
Ali, who had dedicated his life to
the Divine cause and had con-
tinued his struggle in the way of
the almighty till he breathed his
last. Besides, Hazrat Zehra shoul-
dered the responsibility of pro-
tecting Islam from the enemies
and imparted necessary lraining
to her sons and daughters about
the ways and means of protect-
ing Islam.

Ayatullah Taskhiri further
asked the Muslim women, who
are the true followers of Hazral
Zehra, to safeguard Islam from
deviations and misconceplions
all over the world. He further
said that Muslim women all cver
the world, especially in Afghani-
stan, are being subjected 10
various kinds of inhuman op-
pressions and humiliation due to
the misunderstandings about Islam
and human problems. These
Muslim women will not be liber-
ated from the oppressive rulers
unless the women of the world
extend their helping hand to
them.

Continuing, Ayatullah Taskhiri
said that the present age is the
age of cultural invasions. The
expansionist elemenis are ac-

tively engaged in snatching the
deep rooted faiths and conlfi-

dences of the worlds nations
with the aim ol replacing the real
Islamic models with the
wesiarmised onas
main targel of such cultural
attacks and invasions as en-
gmies have a better idea of the
capabilities of Islam. Thay are
using the idea of |iberation and
freedom of women for their own
benefils by imposing the western
culture on the Islamic l.
which could be possibla only
after delaching the
from their exalted modsals. This
can be verified from the Be&ijing
and Cairo declaralions
Ayatullah Taskhiri further

minded the Muslim women
their important duties and obliga
tions during such a sensitive
period of time and asked
to be more vigilant and alert. ne
further asked them 1o K
their justified rights conferred on
them by Islam in order 1o give
a befitting reply to the enemies
of Islam and also to defeal Iheir
nefarious plans and designs
against Islam and Islamic society
which permit the Muslim women
to participate in all Kkinds af
social, economic, cultural and
political infrastructures of the
society in adherance with the
tenets and principles of their

esteemed religion. |

TRy

Iglam is tha

Muslim ummal

now ol
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i;m paragraphs of Dr. Ali Shariati's book

""il.-'n'rmn is FATIMA

‘In apeak

her ﬂnnﬁ is
The Prophet himself.
“her and mado her
;i!l tIII fire of difficulties,
! rlah‘nm:ﬂ, deep under-

mﬂﬁm and the wonder of

.,..Ehl [u a symbol in all the
Wus dlmunulﬂns of being a

amazing aspects ol the greal
spirit ol Fatima (a.5.), that which
causes the mos! wonder in me,
is this that Fatima is the
travelling companion, steps in
the same sleps, flies logether
with the greal spirit of All (a.s.),
through the ascension of human-
ily towards completeness and
the slages of the descent of the
spirit and the psyche.

She was nol just a wile lo
Ali. Ali (a.5.) looked upon her as

———

writer who was speaking ane day
in a conlerance about the ' Virgin
Mary”. He said, “For 1700 yoars
all of the speakers have spoken
of Mary. Fro 1700 years. all
philosophers and 1thinkers of
various nations ol the East and
Waesl have spoken of the values
of Mary, Fro 1700 years, the
poels ol lhe world have e
pressed all of their crealive
elforls and powear in their praise
ol Mary, For 1700 years, all ol

~ ‘:
‘when facing her father.
- The symbol of wite when
facing her husband.
~ The symbol of a mother
’dman facing her children.
The symbol of a respon-
- sible, fighting woman when
facing her time and the fate
of her society.

mwmhﬂl of a daughler rl-—Fauma (as.) is a symhul in all
the various dimensions of being
a woman. The symbol of a
daughter when facing her father. |
The symbol of wife when facing |
her husband. The symbol of a
mother when facing her children.
The symbol of a responsible..

woman of har sumal:-.r

e e

~ She herself is an Imam,
ngqlde. that s, an outstanding
: le of someone to follow,
al lype of woman and one
.-mrs witness o any woman
o wishes to “become hersell”
ough her own choice.
She answers the question of
o be a woman with her
1 ,Imhilﬁmnd her con:

_ and out, In the
3 j_glhqr, in the home
and, in her society,
1 hfﬂ and behaviour

o uay

the painters and arlists have
craated

| wondarul works ol
art showing the visage and
slales ol Mary, Bul the
totality of all thal has been
sald, thought and the aliorls
ol all the artis! throughout all

ol thasa many cenlurias wera
not able lo sulliciently de
scribe the greatness

as these words, “Mary was

a fIriend, a friend who was
familiar with his pains and his
great wishes. She was his
endless refuge, lhe one who
listened to his secrets. She was
the only companion of his lone-
liness, This Is why Ali (as)
looked at her with another look
and also at her children.

The Prophet (PBUH) also
saw her with different eyes. From
among all of his daughters he
would only discipline Fatima
(r.5.). He only relies upon her.
From an early age, she accepled
the greal Invitation.

| do nol know whal lo say
about her. How lo say it? |
wanled to imitate the French

JE5US st

the mother ol

And | wanted to begun in Hhis

manner with Fatima, | gol sluck
| wished to say, “Falima is Ihe
daughter of the greal Khadijeh
(a.5.)". | sensed il is nol Fatima
| wished lo say, "Falima is [
daughter of Mohammad (PBUH
| sensed it is nol Fatima. |
wished to say, “Falima is the wile
of Ali (as.)". | sensed it is not
Fatima. | wished to say, “Falima
is the mother of Hasan (a.s.) and
Hosein (a.s.)". | sensed il 1S nol
Falima. | wished lo say, “Falima
is the mother ol Zainab (A 5.)
| still sensed it is nol Falma

No, these are all trug an
nona of them are Falima FA-
TIMA Is FATIMA |



3 _gﬂﬂtﬁd ;murbning
ound you putlem with

, claim that we are your
ﬁaliwlnn in you, and

Mﬂlm to Hazrat Fatima Zahra (a

ler of the Messenger of Allah:

Peace be upon you O daugh-
ter of the Prophet of Allah:

Peace be upon you O daugh-
ler ol the beloved of Allah:

Peace be upon you O daugh-
ter of the friend of Allah;

Peace be upon you O wife of
the Iriend of Allah and the best
of the creatures after the Mes-
senger of Allah.

Peace be upon you O Mother
of Al-Hassan and Al-Hussain,

who are the masters of the
youth of Paradise

FPeace be upon you O grali-
fied and accepled one,

FPeace be upon you who is
spoken to by Angels, and who is

e T L P

¥ =

lﬁl’
Dr. 8 Quayam Hussain

knowledgeahle:

Peace be upon you O Fa
lima, daughter of Allah's Mes-
senger; and may the blessings
and mercy of Allah be upon you
and upon your soul and body

He who gladdens you, glad
den the Messenger of Allah

He who deserts you, deserts
the Messenger of Allah,

He who harms you, harms
the Messenger ol Allah

He who bestows you be-
stows upon the Messenger of
Allah,

and he who deprives you
deprives the Messenger of Allah

J

5 . l._ ed during the pra—is-
period were almost de-
but the buildings of

st in various part of Iran.
‘mﬂ‘ arrival 'Df Islam in

Development of Mosque
Building in Iran

second category
of mosque were
built in accor-
dance with the
Iranian style of
architecture.
Thesaea
mosques have

DHimghte, Torh-kbien, figsd

long verandas in
order to facilitate the persons
offering “Namaz" prayer. These
mosques have big domes and
four minarets on the four corners
of the building. During Saljugi
period mosque having four ve-

and the walls are decorated with
tiles. In the centre of mosque a
pulpit was also constructed to
enable the leader of prayer
address the fellow Muslims be-
fore the “Friday prayer . A room
attached to these mosque Wwas

randas also buill. The infrastruc- . <
ture of these mosques consist of ~ also constructed in some of the

one big dome, four minarets, one old mosque. -
main gate, one large courtyard

No.173-174, Sepr.=Ckt,, 1998 (9]




n e and rest s in-
in f’!ﬁhhnwh&mfnha

ly appreciated 1
rﬁlﬂuh 'lm ‘been pro-
&)

He ;lnlmduaad the
u-’f hl_:l.ll Faiz Faizi's poelry.

: pﬂﬂ! Haalsm discussed
ﬁmﬁ of the remarkable prose
‘writing during the period of
Kb . Then he switched over
the piark:r.l ol Jahangir and
‘presented a brief account of the
lmgf-’us of Talib Amli who was the

69;451 poet of Jahangir. Besides,
‘he also refered to some other

e mA by

mﬁ Philosophy of Parda in Islam

~ The writer of the article Prof.
Mutahhari, who Is considered to
bo a great philosopher and a wall
known scholar of Islam all over
the world has always tried lo
present the true picture of Islam
by successiully defending Islam
from baseless allegation and
also by removing the misconcep-
tions about the tenels and
principles of Islam. The anti
Islamic forces, ever since the
emergence of Islam, have al-
ways been actively engaged in

B —— e ———

| e o R

—

Parda system in Islam and jig
utility. Prof.  Mutahhar, while
defending the system, sajy that
Parda saves the women from
sexual harassments ang axplol-
lation, slrengthen lamily rala.
tions, contributes in daveloping a
slrong human socisly and in-
creases their honour and dignity

He lurther made it clear ;r.,1
Islam has naver supported the
idea of imprisoning the Muslim
women within the four wallg of

their homes. Like men they are

denouncing. Is-
lam on one or
the other pre-

text bul they
wera defealed
and Islam

spread all over
the globe be-
cause ol s
exlra ordinary
teachings and
everlasting val-
e,

The S0-
called custodi-

ans of the rights
ol women in persuance their
anti-Islamic plans and
programmes, tried to denocunce
Islam by making this baseless
propaganda thal Islam does not
provide freedom and indepen-
dence to the Muslim wemen as
it asks them to observe PFarda,
There is no doubt about the facl
that Parda is essential for the
Muslim women. But it does not
refrain them from actively partici-
paling in all social, political,
cultural, economic and educa-
tional programmes.

The author, in this article has
presneted the philosophy ol

free lo participale in all socia
pelitical, LNIL.u;.;-u-..rlﬂ cultural and
economic programmes of their|
choice by observing Parda, which|

will gefinitely add to their glory
by prolecting them from ine
eriemies of human society, wha
raise the deceptive slogan ol
freedom and independence and
exploit the sentiments o women
community for their own pelly
benefits. (The full article 1s beind
published in the Urdu section of

this magazine)

c 00



esoteric aspect of the Shari'ah is
the Way, the Tarigah, at whose
end is the Realty (al-MHagigah),
that s tawhid (in the sense
mentioned earfier), which is stage
acquired after the obliteration of
the ‘arifs sell and his egoism
Thus the Gnostic believes n
three things: the Shari'ah. the
Tarigah, and the Hagigah and
that the Sharfah s the means
to, or the shell of the Targah
and the Tarigah again 5 the
means o orf the shell of ths
kz=mel of Hagigah

We have explained how th

[14]

prisprudents view Islam in the

high Ih mill' lectures on kalam.1 They believe
God' that the Islamic teachings can be

favours 1o grouped into three branches The

fast of these B kalam, which

deals with the principal doclrines
(usul alaga'™d). In matters re-
lBted to the docirines it s

BEf
i

E
:
:
5

i

The third branch, figh, dezls
with the bw (ahkam) which
relate 1o our exdarnal actions and

"'ODuchdN TO ‘IRFAN

by Martyr Murtaza Mutahhari

Horsserar
doctrines, the ‘urafa’ do not
consar

on the subjsct of

merety mental and
rational belis! 1o be sulficient
They claim that whatever is 1o be
Deteved In mus! be arrived at
cna must strmve o remove thea

vais betwaen onssalf and those
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Hagigah. Ons s outward she
ancther is nward karnad, and Ins

third is the kemel of the kame
Thee is a dificrence, howsye!
in that the ‘urafa’ consader Ins
stages of human sxistence 0 &<
more than three. that s, they
believe in a stage that Wran

.1
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ecture, and the fourth one,
ﬁ\_um o these mallers.

‘maintain a Christian arigin for it,
- and claim fthat mysticism in
Islam is the resull of early
contact of the Muslims  wilh
Christian monks. At other times
they claim |l to be a result of the
Persians' reaction against Islam
and the Arabs. Then again
somelimas they make it entirely
a product of Neo-Plalonism,
which itsell was composed of the
ideas of Plato, Arislolle and
Pythagoras, influenced by
alexandrian gnosticism and the
views and beliels ol Judaism and
Christianity. Sometimes they claim

losophy, especially of (he
llluminationist school. Now thare
are a number ol questions which
arise In this context. Firetly. 1o
what extenl have the ‘urala’ been
successful in developing carrecy
rules and principles for structur-
ing thelt material? Have the
‘urafa’ been as successiul in
carrying this out as the jurispru
dants? To what extenl have the
urata’ fall themselves bound not
lo deviate from the actual prin-

ciples of islam? And, similarly, to

ﬁflt iasua lo
iﬁ

fi X ﬁ!’pirallun. sources
- nﬂﬂ raw. material, devel-

the

On the subject of tawbhid,
Holy Quran never likens
God and the creation to a |3 vsed them n
builder and a house. She. wavos
Quran identifies God as the |these foreign curreni
'| Creator of the world, g kil
at the same time that His Each of th
Holy Essence is everywhere |70 "7"
and with everything.

The sl have thi

stating

whal exlenl has ‘irfan beon

influenced by the ideas of
side traditions? Has “irfar
assimilated thesa oxlar

nal ideas by shaping 1!

: ; B i
in s parficular mou

sy

e S = r [l
Searcn, oul

certain

q!.-llas and prtnr.:lp!as?
I_E it one of those sciences
Iaﬁru their way into the

=)
1!
[ H

.....

it to be derived from Buddhism.
Similarly, the opponents of ‘irfan
in the Islamic world also slrive
lo show the whole of ‘iffan and
sufism as being alien to Islam,
and for this purpose they oo
maintain thal gnosis has non-
Islamic origins.

A third view admits that
‘ifan, whether practical or theo-
relical, draws ils primary inspira-
tion and material from Islam
itself; having taken this material,
it has tried to give it a siruclure
by devising certain rules and
prlnniplas and in this process
has also been influenced by
external currents, specially the
jdeas of scholaslicism and phi-

[

derived ils bas
inspiration from Islam s 1
torm
consider this poinl
Thosa who accepl the Tirs
view. and to soma axlepl aks
those who take the second
see Islam as being a simpl
religlon, popular and unsophisl
cated free of all sorts of myster
ies and difficult or unintelligibis
profundities. To them tha doctrl
nal system of Islam resls Of
tawhid (monotheismj
means Lhal just as a house ha
a bullder other than ilseil. s0 th
world has a transcendant Cre
ator other than itself. Also. th
basis of man's relationship wit

i
=l

nowhnere

whic



re, in this group's
st which the ‘urafa’ call
s an lﬂua that goes
he simple monotheism
for the ‘arif's view of
‘existentialist monism in
e thal he believes that

i ﬂxiala excep! God, His
es, Attributes, and manifes-

- The ‘arif's conception of the
ritual path (sayr wa suluk),
e, they say, also goes
| the zwhd enjoined by
, for the spiritual path of
1 involves a number of ideas
and concepts — such as love of

t ﬁfinttn be found in Islamic

_ 'S_imll_arly. the ‘arif’'s concept

f the Tarigah goes beyond the
ah of Islam; for the prac-

2 of the Tarigah involves

Tatter unknown to figh.

3 Fmﬁmnm in the view of

tHI punishment of Hell and hopa
:‘.'lf the rewards of Paradise. That
E 'ul

In reality this view can in no

way be endarsed. The primal
sources of Islam are far more

extensively richer than what this
group  oul of ignorance or
knowingly supposes. Neither the
Islamic concept of lawhid is as
simple and empty as they sup-
pose, nor Islam limits man's
spirituality to a dry piety, nor
were the pious Companions of
the Holy Prophet simple ascet-
ies, nor is the Islamic code of
conduet conflined to the actions
ol bodily limbs and organs.

In this lecture, brief evidence
will be produced that will suffice
to show that Islam’s fundamental
teachings are capable of having
inspired a chain of profound
spiritual ideas, both in the
theoretical and the practical
realms of ‘irfan. However, the
question of the extent to which
the Islamic mystics have used
and benefited frem Islam's fun-
damental teachings, and the
extent to which they may have
deviated, is one that we cannol
go into in these shorl leclures.

On the subject of tawhid, the
Holy Quran never likens God and
the creation to a builder and a
house. The Quran identifies God
as the Creator of the world,
stating at the same time that His
Holy Essence is everywhere and
with everything:

etlll azy 023 13hy3 Lt
... Withersoever you turn, there
Is the Face of God... (2:115)
sy ll J> e il QA1 20 e
... And We ara nearer to him
than the jugular vein. (50:16)

. .._,.LL..II_,. oy Yy -..]J"-'“ >

S
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Qutward and the Inward;... (57.3)

Evidently, these kind of verses
represent a call to the thinking
minds to a conception of tawhid
which goes beyond common-
place monothelsm. A tradition of
al-Kall states that God ravealed
the opening verses of the Sural
al-Hadid and the Surat al-lkhlas
bacause He knew that in future
genaralions thera  will emerge
people who will think profoundly
aboul rawhid,

As lo the spiritual path of
‘irfan, in which a series of stages
leading te ultimate nearness o
God are conceived, it suffices 1o
lake Into accoun! the Curanic
verses which mention such no-
tions as liga" Allah (meeling with
God), ridwan Allah (God's good
pleasure), or those which relate
lo revelation (wahy), itham (inspi-
ration), and the angels’ speaking
fo others who are nol
for instance, Mary and speaking
to ofhers who are nol propheis

for instance, Mary and
especially the verses relating 1o
the Holy Prophet's
(mi'raf; 17:1)

In the Quran there is mentior
of the 'commanding sell” (al-nals
al-'ammarat: 12:53), the ‘sell
accusalive sell’ (ai-nals
lawwamah, 75:2)
tented sall’ {al-nars al-
mutma’innah: 89:27)
mention of ‘acquired knowledge
(al-ilm al-'ifad) and inspired
knowledge (al-ilm al-lagunni
18:65), and of forms of guidance
resulting from spiritual struggle
S e ek el
And those who struggle in Us,
We will surely guide them o cur
paths... (29:69)

prophels

Ascension

ang the can

Thare s

To be contd
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We broke the pride of both the U:‘:Edzhrff’
ecastern and western super powers at
the battle field. Imam Khomeini (x‘

e have never been a war loving
nation but we do think of our

@y, defence, as we are alive and wise.
Py Avatnllah-ul-Uzma Khamenel
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The activities of
the Muslim women

in Iran at a glance
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