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Islamic Awakening and Unity

Tha history of the rise and fall of human civilisation and s critical
- and analytical study has proved that apart from qgood and qualitative
values, the spirilual quallties also play a pivotal role in the over all growth
and development of human civilisation. Besides, all major and prominent
civilisations have elther directly or indirectly been associated with prophets
and messenger of the Almighty who had been guiding the human society
towards the ullimate goal of glory and success, This shows the most
prominent role thal religion plays in the development of human civilisation
When the followers of a civilisation ignore the importance of religion and

its leadars deviate from the right path then the speedy process of the
decline of that civilisation begins. When we look towards such eivilisations

Awakening nd Unity

from oulside, we leel thal they are flourishing but in fact they, becauss
ol not being strong and slable from inside, ullimately gel annibilated

i Syed Al

The history of mankind s a witness to the fact that |slam emerned
at a time when the human civilisation as well as the religions prevailing
all over the world had alreacdy deviated from the right path o such an

extent thal cenlre of monotheism was converled inloe a place for wiols
and there was complele darkness. Islam then slarted showing them the

right path. In pursuance of the tenets and principles of Islam, the human

chitecture of Mosques

civilisation made tremendous progress in almost every lield of hfe when
Europe was plunging into the ocean of ignorance. Mot only Mushim bul

| -: ﬁ‘fﬁ-ﬂﬂllﬁbﬂl to have a
~ Dialogue for Unity

non-Muslim European scholars of high repute have admitted the
scholarship of Muslim scholars and their greal conlributions to the

inar at the Aligarh
Muslim University

promolion of almosl every branch of science and knowledge which are
the integral parls of human civilisation.

Hu.uinian]u:mn*

Islam is a very strong and slable religion because it s based on
the holy book Quran and its prophet is the last messenger of God and
ts aim is to liberale mankind from the clutches of evil and corruption

It* reached the peak of s glory within a shorl period bul the process

of its decline started sometimes later. The main reason of the downtall
of Islamic civilisation is, in fact, because of the distance belween ihe

teachings of Islam and those Muslims who have deviated from the right
path of divine reality and have paid no attention to the deep study and
research in the various areas of human sociely, and who have rather
Indulged themselves in various kinds of undue national, racial and religious
divisions and differences. Such people could nol realise the role that Islam
plays in lhe establishment of social justice, in protecting the rights of
individuals and socielies and in shaping a flourishing human society
Finally, the differances prevailing among the leaders of various Islamic
factions have enabled the enemies of Islam to give a severe blow to
the followers of Islam who are currently facing massacre and a high degres
humiliation. They are being subjected to all kinds of inhuman oppressions
all over the world because of the disunity among themselves,

Al present America and the Israeli Zionists are the real enemies of
Islam and the Muslims. They are actively engaged in halching such
mmwtraufaa and engineering such plots which could result in the killing

No.l71-172] 1 |
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The reports
about the tragic
and inhuman kill-
ings of the inno-
cent and oppressed
people of Afghani-
stan is 2 matter of
deep concern and
profound sorrow
not only for the
Muslims of the
world bur also for
all those who love RS
treedom and humanity. This bar-
baric massacre of innocent and
defenceless civilians in Afghanistan
reminds the muslims and the whole
humanity of their responsibility
too. The ghastly crime of massa-
cring the innocent and defenceless

-.A__],rntlji'.'ult-ul-u:mn Sved Ali Khamenei’s message
fl= ON 3

THE TRAGIC AND INHUMAN
MASSACRE OF INNOCENT :
AFGHAN PEOPLE BY THE *

TALIBAN MILITIA

o -

MNMow, the oppre
sveness and rnh
||"1'1|"i" A 0l I
Taliban  militan

in Central Atehan
stan and Bamiy
Droyin

harbarous and

had bravely defende

people who

their ‘honour and dignity 1n sone

B

of the mhuman atmosphes

poverty and prolonged

and who had also pro
chivalrous stabality dunng

f{ll"!‘ﬂ'.‘."' Soviet CLCupratio

—

s %W

-. Republic govern-

who were engaged in performing
their diplomatic and journalistic
duties, were such extra-ordinary
criminall  acts caused by the
oppressive and despotic Taliban
group that the Islamic nations and
governments should have started a
serious movement against this mili-
tant group, which is communal
- | agent of a foreign forces and is

‘totally ignorant of the teachings of
| Islam and of the basic norms and
| principles of the human world.

e : ' v of <e-Shari ] tan by offering the val
was established on the basis people in the city of Mazar-e-Sharif ghanustan by offering ;
philosophy o and the act of martyring of a group sacrifices of their beloved youtis

of Iranian diplomats and' journalists, who had embraced martyrdom

'L]‘u:- hberation of thewr homeland

Mow the people of this region are
being ~.|..|.||:|.-..:' for not bowing belore
the Taliban STOOEES. It 1s :IL':"H".'-'.'.

TELaL

that the Taliban leaders have 1ssucd
orders 1o kill the people of this
region who are more than seven
years of age. It is also reported that
the fighter planes of the Pakistan

Air Force had also participated. 1n

the recent bombings of the Bamiyan
province and were acuvely engaged
evastal

1 il waple -..: '\.:n
in killing the peopie and



— AN 1SLAM

Wﬂ,&rmé’nﬂmg necessary help I, by the Grace and Merey ol
: to the oppressed Hazara commu-  the Almighty and with the sincere

_. 3nltinln.nd other ‘communities of  cooperation of high ranking and
Mghmimn. also seek assistance  responsible authorities of the coun
ﬁ'ﬁl‘l"l the sincere Muslims of Paki- iry, have been successlul in control
stan whose handful army officials ling this fire which otherwise
are dropping bombs on the inno-  would have gone out of control
cent men, women and children in - But all should know that the
the Bamiyan region as agents of the  danger is very grave, expansive and
US oil companies. You should not  close and cannot be avoided unles
allow the inhuman Taliban group the Pakistan army 15 restrained
to Kill millions of Afghan people from interfering in  Alghanistan
any more. You should not allow and alse by compelling the Taliban

leaders 1o ACCept ind

—

Don't allow the US oil
companies to encash
their petty interests in |
Afghanistan and Central
Asia by causing the
bloodshed of tens of
thousands of Muslims.

.':dlqll a2 logical ate
E'FI'.' .L'.-':I'_1f'_r1'_: L0 LAl
such imhuman in

and 1o compensate for

their misdeeds

HHH!
I would like 1o cor
vey my deelings 1

1 1 [
youth ol the oppressc
Hazara commumity
other Alphan commun

ties  with

which  has

rpalised the killings

of the clean hearted
‘Hazana tumm'um:y?
At present the people”
and. foildwing :h: |
and the most

w‘!ﬂ"ﬂ'ﬂd youths in Mazare- the religious war and bloodshed situations you people are passing
Sharif, thy nﬂm-e#fthu innocent  initiated by this ruthless, barbaric  through. I do realise your pan and
am.'l fnr endan« and inhuman group in Afghanistan  agony. I urge upon you 10 dej
to spread (God unwilling) to other on the Almighty and seck s
parts of the Islamic world. Don't tance from Iim and brav ely |
allow a group of Pakistan army and fight back the barbaric
officers, who are actively engaged the enemies of humaniny by
in' sowing the seeds of crisis and pending upon the dvine promuse
chaos, to add fuel to the fire of . 21| w s s ! one—
killing and massacre of innocents. by the grace and assistance of th
Don't allow the US oil companies  divine force, you will emerge
1o encash their petty interests in  victorious and the whole world

uttered with

heart and with tears i

my eves, | am minutel

observing and

ing the tragic happ

—

Afghanistan and Central Asia by will witness that your enemy will
causing the bloodshed of tens of meet with shameful defeat. |
ﬂiﬂ“l-sands Uf MUEHIIIS. -ﬂJT A ke e | I.S_.J.. asy! :,"'*

Noa7ean2| 3|
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tlm it was the
nf noble men that
ag nanlflmdnm
lr.ﬁ serves only to
les in the path of
#ﬁd practising truc

s © s propagators  has
" in Islam spreading far and

ide and is still fourishing. An
"'-.' P ufﬂmlslran and also the
‘ Be 1:11:5 where 70 years

of tyi ﬁlkﬂ to wipe out Islam
OF I_-_the\bf@m of the people, he

minded his lm:nm that
m the holy Quran and
e [m.h shnwn by the

s e

ﬁfﬁﬁ@fﬂllﬂh-ul-l]zma Syed Ali Khamenei
Leaders of the Islamic Conference

matters of worship and personal
lﬂiit:, leaving it out of other very
important areas like politics, eco-
nomics, society etc. He pointed out
that Islam, as preached and prac-
tised by the Prophet (PBUH)
permeated every aspect of human
affairs. Another damaging attitude,
he said, was 1o disregard the Quran
and Islamic knowledge and 1o look
to the West to prove Islam right,
Even though today Europe and
America have made great progress
in all spheres and possesses power
wealth and know-how, it lacks
spiritual contentment, love for
humanity, social justice, it’s youth
15 restless and directionless and the
fabric of the family is being torn
apart, he said.

In their society personal free-
dom is thought to be very impor-
tant, yet freedom of entire peoples
under subjugation is disregarded. In

this respect he cited the example of

Palestine whose people were left
nationless. He accused the West
especially USA and Israel of being
hypocrites, on one hand preaching
humanity and on the other prac-
tising inhumanity. They also started
and fought the bloodiest wars in
history that killed millions and also
practised terrible oppression of the
natives of Asia and Africa under
colonialism and imperialism.

~ The exalted leader warned that
the western world has mounted a

cultural invasion against the Islamic

world, He clarified that all cultures

must benefit from cach other but
it must be a give and take

&
L

n
r.

d
I-thllﬂmhlp and no culture muy

capitulate to another, Now that th
world awakening 10 Islam, ghei
Muslim Nations want 10 be their 1
own Masters, |
He pointed out that Iran hay
good relations with all nation.
except USA and Isracl i_H_‘E_JU'-{ of
their anti-lranian and anti-lslam
activities. He said that lran gave 4
bcﬁtting rtpl]r' 1o anyone wishing
to subjugate or invade it. Enemies
do not create insurmountable prob
lems, only dampen the
Pr’ﬂg:f“ 1O SOme exient.,
Ayatullah Syed Ali Khan
appealed 1o the
Islim 10 combatr this culiurs
invasion by lau:

weed o

propagators

'\'Liﬂ“ d COoUunier
attack of a positive nature that shall
attract people towards Islam. The
world, he said, 15 in dire need of
justice providing Islam. However,
through the ans, media, films
books,

the western world seeks to under
mine Islam and spread dis-informa
tion.

re-writing of history,

In order 1o combar this on
slaught, the leader appealed 10 the
artists of the Muslim world to use
their aristic talents to protest

ng:tinsr, lhis npp"r:.&.u;rr and protect

The atrocities and mpu:.t:u,L ire not
to be forgotten as things of the
past, which 1s what the west wants,

However, he emphasised, what
needs to be forgotten are the
internal conflicts between Muslims
and made an appeal 1o all Muslums
to consider themselves one commu:



,.pﬂaﬁ‘nm
n Ir'l l. 'thl

- ‘most recent being with Saudi

He called upon all the Muslims

. to stand united to practise, propa-

gate and defend Islam and work
towards a common goal of esab-
lishing Islamic unny.

uf the Persian

_'; ‘M is inextricably
od 10 the 800 years old Saga of
W;&u of Muslims in
“h“ played a very
rﬁe i the rm.- and

. €IC. contain mzny P:m:.n
glh This is due to common
ancesiry through the Aryans and
ﬁ'm the Persian speaking
! ﬁmtu;ndummnh:n
e and not as foreigners.
_conquest of Punjab by
ad Ghaznavi in 1021-22 AD

LITERATURE IN INDIA

of this era was Amir Hasan Alaa
who was known as “Sa'adie Hind™,

It was under the benign patron-
age of the Mughals that Persian
began to prosper. The first Mughal
Emperor Babur was a lover of
poetry and learning, He too was a
poet and wrote in both Persian and
Turkish, patronised poets and in-
vented a script called “Khare
Baburi™.

He inculcated his tor
poetry in his sons Humayun,
Kamran, Askari, Hindal who were
themselves poets and patrons
thereof. Some famous poets of this
period were Qasim Kahi, Shaikh
Gadai Dehlavi, eic. The
Panchatantra was translated into
Persian.

However, it was in the reign of
Akbar that the Persian language
reached it's zenith. Although un-
able to read and write, he was
nevertheless quite learned and loved
poetry. He evaluated the work of
poets and patronised them gener-
ously and also wrote poetry him-
self. His contribution to Persian
language and literature in India is
without example. A great Persian
poet in his court was Ghazali
Mashadi. (To e comid.)

love

RAH-e-151AM

ARCHITECTURE
OF MOSQUES

In the field of architecture, a
special status 18 accorded 10 the
hfﬂ!quf‘, the House of God, which
forms the spiritual and social centre
of the Muslim community

Big or small, opulent or simple,
no place where Mushms reside ever
lacks 2 mosque, be it a uny |

or a bustling metropolis.

The first m

wsque of Islam
built in Medina where the Prophet
'-PBL-I i) and the neo-Mushims
taken refuge. The site for
premier House of God was chosen
by the Almighty, and Hazra
Mohammad (PBUH) parucipated
in it's construction. This
apart from
worship,
other functions
nomic, politcal, ewc.

The Prophet of God (PBUH)
would lead the
mosque known as Masjid-e-Nabavi
This practise was continued by the
righteous.

This mosque was the Prop.et’s
(PBUH) favourite (Masid-e Nabar)

being a .".;;-: ol
also discharged

like social, eco

I " . ® o
Prayvers | LIc
5

fun. A bgmise,

Py



hmn l:.'l.pl'ﬂd i;r
' Jmlquu noto be
-ﬂmthn world, Although
~ the essential like qibla, mehrab,

musalla, ete, rematned constant, (he
tyle gfjr:hltm:mrl varied (rom

~ The Mus fim conquest of lan
led 10 o conflice between the old
rder and the new in all spheres of

ona lifl; w0 also in architecture,
sl Lin 4 new way ol
, t!l ,iﬁlthlt coloured all things, Iy
orld,  Iran, predslamic architecture con

e sisted of places of worship (fire
l.'II:I!II'lﬂ)..L palaces, tanks, loris, ponds,
gardens ete, all constructed o
exhibit the wealth, power and
glory of the Bmperors who were
cony. ered 1o be divinely ordained,
The common man was overawed

[T

Guidance s the propagation ol
!ﬂilim and for this purpose, in
: ars ol religion, progressive
ons and 1 1% necossary,”
hieve the Qnminulng his message, hi
e %mqﬂ upon  his  point ol
n ive religious thinking by
,_himan the various relis
and creeds, the common
M Ag the unity and
II God, acquites central
- _’tﬂlnrwudw think-

lo :-, ble Minister, in
but impressive speech,

1

by this splendone, Fle could ehitey
lsuit us slave or servani inly

Howsever, with the adveny
Islam and it's Divine Message, the
loens shifved from opulent palaiah-
seuctures 1o the consteudtion o
mosques,  Mlere sl could  enne
Ireely and discharge their tslam,
duties,

Under the Abbasids however,
the l-j'l'lﬂl of freedom began o ghin
ground i bean and corvain ey
tal families broke free and eyl
lished thelr own rule, Thelr 1ol
model was the pre-lslamic Savsand
Bmpire with it's display ol wealih
and power and so their archivecg
Lo [ollowed thei exammple
with 1l

However, diimegr

fhen ol “H" |..1I1 |‘.|.|.|I| e, (f
various arts began wo
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Unity
the Aligarh

man is a social animal
and can prosper only
if he co-operates with
others
However, in
world, due 1o

in  society
today's

s 1IN

On the 11th of June 1998, a
Umity Seminar was organised at
Aligarh jointly by the Aligarh
Muslima University and the Culture
House of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, on the occasion of the birth
anniversary of the Prophet Hazrat
Mohammad (PBUH).

The seminar began with the
recitation of the verses from the
Holy Quran followed by a wel-
come speech by the University
Registrar Mr, Ja'fari in which he
commended the Iranian Culwral
House on their initnative in orga-
msing much needed cultural and
educational programmes.

The chief speaker and scholar
Mr, Moosa Raza addressed the
gathering and spoke about Islam's
positive revolutionary nature. He
called the Prophet (PBUH) a
blessing upon mankind who stroke
for equality and unity amongst
Muslims and mankind.

The next address was by the
Chief Guest of the seminar, the
Honourable Dr. Mohammad Reza
Bagheri on the topic “The Roots of
Unitjr‘, said that unity, love, co-
operation are as all agree, the
source of progress and prosperity.
H‘F swength of unity is much
.ﬂﬁu ﬂnn mere physical strength,

continued on to say that

[*f1|1hb1.ltiiill, wh.up 1y
crease in selfish wants and desires
and ignoring of the principles of
unity, conflicts have erupied,

He elaborated that the
principles of unity complement
those of Islam i.e. Oneness of God,
Prophethood, Islamic equality and
justice, social responsibility and co-
operation, congregation
namaz in mosques especially on the
occasion of Namaz-e-Juma and Hayj
pilgrimage.

However, he
this Islamic unity is under threar
from international foes, and we can
protect it by uniting and having
common belief, action, leadership,
aim, spirituality and culture,

Towards the end of his speech,
he said thar if Muslims recognise
the importance of unity and apply
its principles as exemplified by
Islam, they too can acquire great-
ness and success. It is the respon-
sibility of Islam to lead and guide
mankind which is not possible
without unity amongst its follow-
ers.

In conclusion, the honourable
speaker congratulated the congrega-
tion on the birth anniversaries of
Hazrat Mohammad and
Ja'far Sadiq (PBUT).

The next speaker to ascend the
podium was the vice-chancellor of
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ity of propagating and defending
God's final and most complete
religion. She was destined 1o play
a major role in the survival of
Islam,

Scholars agree that the Prophet,
his family and pious Muslims were
aware of the trials and tribulations
that would face the Prophet's
Household in Karbala in the
future. Hazrat Gabriel had in-
formed the Prophet of the events
of Karbala half a cenwry before
they took place. An eminemt
scholar Ibn Aseer speaks of a
handful of soil given to Hazra
Mohammad by Gabriel and en-
trusted to the care of Hazrat Umma
Salm1 (one of the Prophet’s wives)
was o turn into blood the day
Imam Husain was martyred ar
Karbala, which it did.

Another instance is of Zohair
tbn-¢ Qain ul Jabali of the Usman
camp who, told his family and
friends that he was joining the
Husaini caravan going towards
Irag. He 1old them of Hazrat
Salman Farsi informing them of
great bounties, many years ago, for
m}rﬂne who embraces martyrdom
with Imam Husain at Karbala.

~ Other scholars have also writ-
u:n that Imam Husain was aware
5@: future evemts of Karbala
l:hllci,hmd. So was Hazrat
1 :m:ﬂd at Hazrat Zainab's

-%“'. nking of how she will
- Sulter at K!Ih:ll after  Imam

O
L

lm :h:t arises here

ok

15 whether these tradiei 1OTTS are fal,
and made up by scholirs 3id
writers or are 1hr} true?
| The answer is that these trad;
tons have such strong and truw
worthy foundations and documer
tary evidences that both eastern®™
and western  past and presen
scholars have upheld them ind
expressed complete satisfaction,

The great scholar Mohammad
Al Haaj Saalmeen in his hook
“Sayyada Zainab” writes that at the
birth of Zainab, along with grea
joy, the Propher of Islam also fel
sad and cried thinking of the ¢
troubles and miseries she shall have
10 face at Kerbala after the marty:
dom of Imam Husain,

It was possible 1o scoff ar and
ignore pred
Lainab's future at that ume. Bu

after ::'h.‘_'.‘ Wiere proved corred

such 1Hons

the Karbala tragedy, one «
them no longer.

Hazrat Zainab grew up unde:
care of the

the tender loving

Praphet and his tamuly. Her teac

ers and imparters of xnowlccge
were the most greatest scholars an
divinely learned people

Prophet, Hazrat Ali and Hazra

Fatima (PBUT), teachers .'.'r:-.' no
other young girl ever had. She was
an able and gifted student.

She had been
the future tragic events that were
to, unfold at Karbala after the
martyrdom of Imam Husun
(PBUH) , in her childhood, :n her
morther’s lap. She pleased Hazrat
Ali (PBUH) in the serious and
adult manner in which she ac
cepted her destiny and responsibil
ity towards Islam and was ready 10
face it, body and soul.

informed about
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' uf widows and orphans
¢ the defender of Islam

threatened by the dark forces of
Yezid.

And that is what she did. She
showed the world that evil shall be
defeated and that might 18 not right
by the martyrdom of Imam Husain

and her great sacrifices. Flarrar
Imam Husain and his sister Harera
Zainab (PRBUH) both saved Islam
to seé it thrive and prosper throug!

CERLLUFIES ':'IE. -il.l'!'__
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Harmony:

In the Light of Imam Khomeini's
Vision and Principles

by Hugjar wl Islam Sved Abmad Khomein

In his struggle against the forces
of evil, Imam Khomeini greatly
stressed upon unity amongst the
Islamic narions for the success of
the Divine Revolution. The Imam
places high those people who
surrender their identity to the
idenuty of the whole and thus
become part of the Ever Shining
Light. They are aware of and have
knowledge of things other morals
do not because of their high
spiritual positions.

The Imam states, in his book
“Chehel Hadees”, that grear Di-
vine Messengers and Messages all
have Divine Aims which form the
basis of progress and helps 1o
eradicate evil. But the greatest aim
is 1o hring about Uniq,r and
Harmony in thought, spirit and
-r.hed, If any community achieves
this and works together 1o protect
and promote both individual and
community good, they shall surely

e

Unity
and

reign supreme over the world.

He calls upon the Muslims of
the world to unite as unity is much
preferable to disharmony which
eventually weaken
religion and create chaos in society.

The Imam describes unity as
God’s first and grearest blessing and
advised Muslims never 1o forget
this great blessing and 10 practise
and protect it by obeying God.
Unity is pleasing to God while
disharmony is Satan’s tool.

All the Prophets have
internalised the Divine Message ol
Unity and so should all Mushms.
But it is not enough to unite on
some martters alone, rather all
should walk upon the Righteous
Path united together. It is unity
alone that shall result in success of
Muslims against the foes of Islam.
He calls the struggle and strife for
unity a religious duty and so the
responsibility of Muslim scholars,

the roots of

_r . 4 - )
teachners ang ifarncéd

rulers 15 pgreater
The [mar
subject of |

B T T
L FRdCEELARY shlild

.1\]1;.'1'.'- 51'.' worKked
His call {or unity was !
to Iranians alone but 1

deprived peoples of th
gave a call to unity to hght ag
polytheism and atheism to protec
Islam.

Within the geographical bound
aries of a nation, unity berween 2
castes. classes, races etc. ts the f
step towards social harmony. B«
they prmcﬁnrs p; rsonnel ot ¢
armed forces, intellectuals, govern
ment servants,
department officials et
them to unite and 1t 15 th
that bought success to the
Revolution. He was strictly against
racial, communal and geographical
thinking and

wWanic {i.



-- + Im{:w that without
the ng and atmosphere,
unity *-shﬁ]] be im[rmblc or atleast,
weak. The elements were (1)
l.ﬂﬂlmliull and spiritual develop-
thoughts of freedom,
: '_ ace and finding common

1 & l?'«\‘!]il.'.f that :mly unity
) lems (4) guarding against
thos whn seek to create mischief
nnd'"end:ngt: anity (5) using of
lm:c and principles to foster and
promote umty (6) trying to end
intellectual conflicts between edu-
ﬂnnhal institu-

those calling for unity.

Oneness/unity means answer-
ing the call of the leader for unity
and obeying even if it means going
against ones established customs,
An example of which s the way
the Iranians rose to the call of
Imam Khomeini.

The Imam said that in the
struggle of right wversus wrong,
awareness, unity and recognition of
duty and true Islamic identity shall
bring Muslims from present back
wardness and darkness into progress
and light. For example: his support
to the Palestinians and his protest
against Salman Rushdie’s “Satanic

harmony.

The
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tions Islamic the- : 7 leaders
ology and wni- | Muslims have so much in com- i

- til
;'ﬁﬁ:;“c?mﬁ?ﬂ mon, one namaz, Prophet, Quran, | .,
S NWNOibla, Kalima, Sunnat, Hajj etc. | *°0°
ing differences of i
opinion in busic | then why this conflict? All these | ©e e
issues  through = pacls an
dislogoe and de- | can prove to build and strengthen | =
::I?nf} niamie | harmony. The learned personalities | 1.
sl political and scholars should do it.
religious  prac-
tices . that pro- . .
mote unity  like namaz-e Juma'a, Verses” both issues united the Instead, the Imam sa
Hajj, ewc. {9) making Muslims Muslim world, enter into 1 pact t ! .
aware of their glorious past and It is indeed sad that the people and brotherhood with tellow 3
reasons for  present decadence of the Prophet who preached lims instead of with Americ
(10) striving for cultural indepen- unity, inspite of being gifted with  Israci whose aim 15 1
dence from the west and becoming  every resource and unique geo- Islam.
self rehamt (11) recognising one’s graphical advantages i1s in constani The writer declare
foes (12) jihad and martyrdom (13) conflict within itself allowing the obeying the Imam. the
eradicating detrimental beliefs and  antiIslamic west to exploit them. Iran arc “"1--11".-:_ 9
practices that ' have crept into Muslims have so much i In '.'1..1r::1::ul'.11_.' BILEARS 5O\
religious life and become an inte- common, one namaz, Propher, and people of other Mus

gral part of religion and culture,
also eradicate biases (14) creating
unity in the words and deeds of

Quran, Qibla, Kalima, Sunnat, Haj)
etc. then why this conflict? All these
can prove to build and strengthen

and strive
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the
Ulil]ic the sc.hnlnrs of
nic disciples — such as the
c commentators (mufassirin),
mﬂw (mubadithun),
't@}qri!prudenu (fiugaha), the theo-
logians (muaakallimun), the phi-
losophers, the men of literature,
i\pﬂ ¢ poets - the ‘urafa’ are a
group of scholars who have not

gﬁyﬂaﬁnpﬁd their own science,
: grcatahu‘lm and

.gf‘lhli du'lmc:lun the
{Pm referred 10 as

_umm academic
called ‘urafa’ and
{ﬂ asa social group
lly called sufis

R@BUCT]ON TO ‘IRFAN

be found within every Islamic
school and sect, yet, at the same
time, they coalesce to form a
distinct social group. The factors
that set them apart from the rest
of Islamic society are a distinctive
chain of ideas and opinions, a
special code governing their social
intercourse, dress and even, some-
times, the way they wear their hair
and beards, and their living com-
munally in their hospices. (Pers.
khanigah; Ar. ribat, zawiyah, Turk.
tekkiye)

Of course, there are and have
always been ‘urafa’ - particularly
amongst the Shi'ah - who bear
none of these external signs to
distinguish them socially from
others; yet, at the same time, they
have been profoundly involved in
the spiritual methodology of ‘irfan
(sayr wa suluk). It is these who are
the real Gnostics; not those who
have invented for themselves hun-
dreds of special mannerisms and
customs and have brought innova-
tions into being.

In this series of lectures, in
which we are taking a general look
at Islamic sciences and disciplines,
we will not be dealing with the
social and sectarian aspect of
gnosis, that is to say, tasawwu/
(sufism). We will limit ourselves to
an examinaton of ‘irffan as a
disciplines and branch amongst the
branches of Islam’s scientific cul-
ture. To look thoroughly at the
social aspects of sufism would

by Martyr Murtaza Mutahhari

require us 1o examine its causes and
onigins, the effects — positive and
negative, beneficial and detrimental

it has and has had upon Islamic
society, the nature of the relations
between the sufis and ather Islamic
groups, the hue it has given to the
whole of Islamic teachings, and the
role it has played in the diffusion
ol Islam throughout the world.
This s far bntmd the
these lectures, and
consider the tradition of ‘irfan only
as a science

range of
L'LI'L we will

and as one of the
academic disciplines of Islam.

‘Irfan, as a scientific and aca-
demic discipline,
branches: the pracucal and
theoretical. The practical aspect of
‘irfan describes and explains the
relationship and responsibilities the
human being bears towards itself,
towards the world and
God. ‘irfan s
ethics (akblag), both of them being
practical sciences. There do exist
differences, however, and later we
will explain them.

The practical teaching of ‘irfan
is also called the itinerary of the
spiritual path (soyr wa suluk; It
‘travelling and journeying’). Here,
the wayfarer (safik) who desires 10
reach the goal of the sublime peak
of humanness that is to say,
tawhid — is told where 10 set off,
the ordered stages and stations that
he must traverse, the states and
conditions he will undergo at these
stations, and the events that will

iself has rwo

LIc

Towards

Here, similar 1o
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s fol ﬁﬁfﬂ-i:-p!ﬂl and arriv-
at the stage: when he sees
ng but God. Mowever, this
view of rawhd is not accepted by
the opponents of the ‘urafa, and
some of them have declared such
“a view to be heretic. Yet the *urafa’
are convinced that this is the only
 true tawhid, and that the other
stages of it cannot be said to be free
of polytheism (shirk).

~ The 'urafa’ do not see the
attainment of the ideal suage of
tawhid to be the function of reason
and reflection. Rather they con-
sider it to be the work of the heart,
and attained through struggle,
through the journeying, and
through purifying and disciplining
the self.

This, however, is the practical
aspect of ‘irfan, which is not unlike
ethics in this respect, for hath
discuss a series of things thar ‘ought
to be done’. However, there are
differences, and the first of these is
that ‘irfan discusses the human
being’s relationship with itself,
with the world and with God, and
its primal concern is man's rela-
tionship with God. Systems of
ethics, on the other hand, do not
all consider it necessary for the
relationship between man and God
to be discussed; it is only the
religious ethical systems that give
importance and attention to this
matter.

The second difference is thar
the methodology of spiritual pro-
gression, sayr wa suluk, as the words
sayr (travelling) and suluk (journey-
ing) imply, is a dynamic one, while
‘ethics, is staric. That is, ‘irfan
speaks about a point of departure,
a destination, and the stages and

stations which, in

order, the wayfarer Tt

must 5 W
in order to arrive ;L“m':“:m ﬁi
destination. In the ‘arif's ::m th
there really is a path before [: L
human being — a path thay iijguz th
and not in the least 3 ml_'I.ﬂFh{:;r " g
and this path must he followss 4
stage by stage, station by s, |
1o arrive at any station 'J-':l!‘.-'-.u; ¥

having traversed the preceding one
is, in the ‘arif's view, impassib)s
Thus the ‘arif views the humg
soul to be a living organism, like
a seedling or like a child, whose
perfection growth and
maturation in a accordance with 3
particular system and order,

In ﬂh!if'—:, ]TH".’.'C'.-'{'F_ the subiects

lies in

are handled solely as a series o
virtues, such as rignteousness, hon
esty, sincerity, chastty, generasity,
justice, and preferring others over
oneself (tthar), to name but a lew,
which
',I-dﬂfnl:’d_ Iﬂ 1|__|E 'u'it_"'l".' (8] l'rll'.l. .9 'i-'.'

with the soul must be
human soul 15 rather like
to be furnished with a serics of
beautiful ebjects, pictures and deco
rations, and no
attached to a particular sequence. Ii

4 0L

imporance 1

is not important where one begins
or where one ends. It is ot no
consequence whether one starts al
the ceiling or at the walls, at the
top of a wall or at the bortom and
so on. On the contrary, 1o
the ethical elements are discussed n
a dynamic perspective.

The third difference between
these two disciplines is that the
spiritual elements of ethics are
limited 1o concepts and ideas that
are generally commonplace, while
the spiritual elements ol ‘irfan are
much more profound and expa®

“irtan
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gy I'I!n-l passage written  orig
_lﬂﬁhinthtmhnm tilr

[ ments of ‘irfan, on the other

hand, are like studying something

that has been translated from some

other language in which it was

originally written. To be more

precise, the ‘arif wishes to explain

those things which he claims to

have witnessed with his heart and

his. entire being by using the

language of reason.

The omology of ‘irfan is in
several ways profoundly different
from the ontology of philosophers.
In the philosopher’s view, both
God and other things have reality,
with the difference that while God
is the Necessary Being (wajib al-
wijnd) and  Existing-By-Himself,
things other than God are only
possible existents (mumbkin  al
wiijid), exisungthrough-another,
and are effects of the Necessary
Being. However, the ‘arif’s ontol-
ogy has no place for things other
than God as existing alongside
Him, even if they are effects of
which He is the cause; rather, the
Divine Being embraces and encom-
passes all things. That is to say, all
things are names, qualities, and
manifestations of God, not exis-
tents alongside Him.

The aim of the philosopher
also differs from that of the ‘anif.
The philosopher wishes to under-
stand the world; he wishes to form
in his mind a correct and relatively
mmple:e picture of the realm of
existence. The philosopher consid:
ers the highest mark of human
=p!g|:l'ec.unn to lie in perceiving, by

of wqp:f}gf {uspn, the exact nawure of
- ll:m thc mAcrocosm

RAH-e-ISLAM

while he in turn becomes a rational
microcosm. Thus it is sad when
defining philosophy thas:
Al boatan Wie W 5l i) e
.Jﬁp_'l‘

[Philasophry 15 the (final) development
of a rational knower (alim) inte an
dctual world (ialam).

This means that philosophy s
a study whéreby a human beang
becomes a
similar to the

:'.l[]!”!]l. I"'.'.;,II rOcosm

ictual macrocosm
But the ‘arif, on the other hand
would have nothing to do winh
reason and understanding: he wishes

1o reach the very kernel and reality
existence, God,
connected and witnes

In

"lt'l"l-l.'i."ll::l""' "n._-ﬁ. not mean hav

'.}E bl i | e
oo

the ‘'ant’s

one's mmd, rather 1t 15
by means of treacding the sp:
Fr.‘l.l:h ol '|,Hu*__;frn:u: . 10 ihe o
from which one

overcome the separatie
:J::rsu‘.:! 1

and. in the reaim

between
Essence,
nearness, to obliterate
in [Dhvine

one § Hmte

Intinitude.

self 1o abide
Fhe 1ools of the pmio

are reason, logic and

while the tools of the ‘arst are the

il ik

heart, spiritual struggle, purifica-
tion and disciplining of the self,
and an inner dymamism.
Later, when we come Lo the
world-view of “irf
discuss how it~ differs trom

world-view of philosophy.

1..
150

an, we shall

tne

‘Irfan and Islam:
‘Irfan, both practical and theo

retical, is closely connected wih
the holy religion of Ilam. Like
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e &m' &ﬂm the observances pre-

- scribed by the Shari‘ah (1hahab)and

~ which can be interpreted as a

movement or uprising in the past

against Islam and its laws, like the

first group believe thar in practice

the ‘urafa had no faith or belief in

Islam and that ‘irfan and tasewwnf
was 2 movement of the non-Arab

peoples against Islam and the

Arabs, disguised under the robes of
spirituality.

This group and the first are
united in their view that the ‘urafa
are opposed to Islam. The differ-
ence between them is that the fira

group considers lslam 1o be sacred
and, by banking on the Islamic
sentiments of the Muslim masses,
wishes 1o condemn the “urafa’ and
Jin this way to hoot them off from
the stage of the Islamic sciences.
The second group however, by
leaning on the great personalities of
the ‘urafa’ — some of whom are of
world-renown - wishes 1o use
them as a means of propaganda
against Islam. They detract Islam
on the grounds that the subtle and
sublime ideas of ‘irfan found in
Islamic culture are in fact alien to
Islam. They consider that these
elements entered Islamic culture
from ouside, for they say, Islam
and its ideas thrive on a far lower
level. This group also claims that
the ‘urafa’s citations of the Quran
and hadith were solely due 10
dissimulation and fear of the
masses, This, they clim, was a
means for them to save their lives.
(0 Besides the above two,
there 2 third group which
: .r neutral view of ‘irfan.
of this group is thar ‘irfan
m contain many innovi-

tions and deviations that de R '
accord with the Quran and b
lradilinm: thir this s more frue & 8
the practical teaching of “irfan tha
its theoretical ideas, especially where
it takes a sectarian aspect. Yel

say, the ‘urafa, like the
scholars of

Islami
other ranks and the
miiﬂril}' of Tslamic sects, have had
the most sincere intentions towards
Islam, never wishing to make an

It is quite possible that they have
muade mistakes, 1n the same w1y
the

theologian, philosophers, Qurani

other types of scholas

commentators, and jurisprudents
have made mistakes, but this

never been due to an evil
towards Islam.
In the view of this gro

H r 0 " v
issue of the ‘urala’s suppow
opposition o [slam was raised b
those who harboured a Sspecal

prejudice either against
against Islam. If a person were 10
disinterestedly studs
the ‘urafa’, ]:lrm".dﬂ:i that he 18
acquainted with their terminology
and lanpuage,
come across many 3 mistake, e
will not doubt the sincerity of ther
complete devotion to Islam.

Of the three views, | prefer the
third. 1 do not believe that the
surafa’ have had ewil inrentions
rowards Tslam. At the same time |
believe that it is necessary for those
having specialised knowledge of
‘ifan and of the profound teach-
ings of Islam to undertzke an
abjective research and disinterested
study of the contormity
iesues of “irfan with Islamuc

ings.

the booss of

b

although he maght

of the

teach

(To be contd)
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