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"Had he devoted himself to Arabic poetry, he would have been
another Mutaunnabi or Badruzzamani. Had he devoted himself only
to relegious and theological reform, he would have been the Ibne
Taimmyya of his era. Had he occupied himself solely with
philosophical studies, he would not have ranked less than Ibne Rushd
(Averros) and Ibne Khalil. Had he turned to Persian poetry, he would

have been equal to Urfi and Naziri. Had he inclined towards sufism

and moral uplift, he would have been equal to Ghazali and Rumi"'.
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"It has become almost a commonplace, when a prominent person

passes away, to say that he is irreplaceable, that his passing away has

created a void which cannot be filled.To some extent that is true in
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regard to the passing away of Maulana Azad. I do not mean to say
that no great men will be born in India in future. We have great men
and shall have great men; but, I do submit that peculiar and special
type of greatness that Maulana Azad represented is not likely to be

reproduced in India or anywhere else".
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