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1V // Qand-e Parsi, S. No. 51-52

Sabzwari, Ostad Akbar Soboot. Dr. Mehdi Khajehpiri, Dr. Ali Reza
Ghazveh, Dr. Mrs. Zamira Ghafforova. All of these Iranian and Tajik
scholars of repute have recognised the commendable efforts of Prof.
Abidi in promoting Persian and its culture in India. They all were in
constant touch with Prof. Abidi and well versed with his huge
contribution to Persian studies. Late Prof. Riyazul Islam from
Pakistan and Prof. Iqtedar Husain Siddiqui, both renowned scholars
of history, have been among the friends of Prof. Abidi. Their
writings on Prof. Abidi reflect their personal relationship with this
scholar of eminence. These tributes also show how Prof. Abidi
maintained well his friendship with these scholars and was a source
of help to them in their academic persuits. Prof. Abidi, as reflected
in some of these writings was an open minded and large hearted
scholar to appreciate the help and assistance received from others in
his scholarly works.

Articles from some of his students and comparatively young
scholars on Prof. Abidi loudly speak of very close relations of this
patron of Persian scholar with the young generation of Persian
scholars in India. Whenever and wherever he chanced to interact
with such scholars, he invited them to work sincerely to unearth the
hidden material in Persian through out India. He showed them the
right path to accomplish this task. His motivation has been fruitful.
Today a good number of young scholars have come out to sincerely
take forward the unfinished task of Prof. Abidi. His gentlemanliness,
cheerfulness, humbleness and amiable character would always be
remembered in the Persian fraternity. Similarly his guiding spirit
will always be there to induce the concerned scholars to prove to be
true to their responsibilities.

Let us pray the Almighty that his soul may rest in peace.

Prof. Sharif Husain Qasemi



Foreword

This is a special issue of Qand-e Parsi dedicated to the sweet
memory of late Prof. Syed Amir Hasan Abidi, lovingly called “Baba-
e Farsi” in the realm of Persian speaking world. He was an erudite
scholar of Persian language and literature. He served the cause of
Persian in India with dedication and sincerity.

Prof. Abidi was born on 21° July 1921 at Ghazipur. After his
formal education in his hometown, he completed his education in
Agra, and settled down in Delhi and remained here till he breathed
his last on 4" May, 2011. He retired from the Department of Persian,
University of Delhi as Professor of Persian. The University has
designated him as Professor Emeritus.

Prof. Abidi has written on various aspects of Persian language
and literature in general. His research output includes disciphiring,
editing critically and introducing systematically the hitherto
unkonwn material in Persian. His deep understanding of his subject
and projecting it a proper way earned him pride of place in Persian
world.

The present volume includes 52 papers and tributes in verse
written by various scholars from Iran, Tajikistan and India as a
glowing tribute to the personality and scholarly endevours of Prof.
Abidi to promote Persian studies in India. Some of the Indian
scholars, the papers of whom are included in this volume, enjoy
proud priviledge of being his students. These writings exhibit how
popular Prof. Abidi was in the Persian world and his scholarly works
were appreciated all over this vast region.

Let me refer to the tributes of late Prof. Syyid Jaffar Shahidi, Dr.

Gholam Ali Haddad Adil, Prof. Taufiq Hashimpur Subhani, Dr. Reza
Mohammad Nasiri, Late Prof. Nazir Ahmed, Prof. Reza Mostafavi
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